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Computer or paper: Your IELTS, your choice

  * Please check with your local test centre for the available computer-delivered IELTS sessions.
** In the computer-delivered Listening test, the timings are slightly different from the paper-based test. This is because the  paper-based test
    requires users to transfer answers to an answer sheet. This step becomes redundant when answering directly on a computer.

• Before the start of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to read the questions.
• After the end of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to review your answers.
• At the end of the Listening test, you will have 2 minutes to check your answers.

The timing of the Listening test is between 30 - 34 minutes.

3-5 days 

Up to 7 days a week

IELTS Focus - Listening2

Whether you take IELTS on paper or computer, you can be confident that you are taking the same trusted English language test.
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Which IELTS is best for you?

https://www.ielts.com/
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You will hear a Communication Studies student talking to his tutor about optional courses for the next semester. 

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions below. You will hear the recording only once.

Listening sample task - Matching

Part 3 
Questions 21 - 25

What does Jack tell his tutor about each of the following course options?

A  He’ll definitely do it
B He may or may not do it
C He won’t do it

Write the correct letter A, B or C next to questions 21 – 25.
You may choose any letter more than once.

21 ………. Media Studies   
22 ………. Women and Power   
23 ………. Culture and Society
24 ………. Identity and Popular Culture
25 ………. Introduction to Cultural Theory
 

IELTS Focus - Listening

Pre-course Listening Assessment: 
Communications Studies

Sourced from www.idpielts.me

Download Listening answers

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/01j1JoOBFtl8k5Ny9tRTfQ/1ca47ffd441a1992a897a01d1b85ccf1/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Matching_-_Sample_1.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/6w1NxvekWXmQVefHoMQbYX/836df70e5c5e0b8f2e48a08152d3079a/Listening_Sample_Task_Matching_1.pdf
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Quiz: How much do you know about
the IELTS Listening Test?
Before you start the quiz, first tell us how you rate your listening skills.
How do you rate your listening skills on a scale of 1-10? (10 = highest; 1 = lowest)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1. In paper-based IELTS, how long is the Listening Test?
    a. 30 minutes plus 10 minutes to transfer answers 
    b. 40 minutes plus 5 minutes to transfer answers
    c. 60 minutes plus no extra time to transfer answers

2. How many Parts are there in the Listening Test?
    a. 3
    b. 4
    c. 6

 3. Which is the easiest Part?
    a. Part 1
    b. Part 2
    c. Part 3
    d. Part 4

4. How many questions are there in total on the Listening Test?
    a. 20
    b. 30
    c. 40

5. How many times can you listen to the recording?
    a. Once
    b. Twice
    c. As many times as you want to

6. In paper-based IELTS, where do you write your answers as you listen to the recording?
    a. On the Answer Sheet
    b. On the Question Booklet
    c. Both of the above

For questions 7-10 below, circle the best answer a, b, c or d from the choices below.
    a. A conversation between two people about education or training
    b. A conversation between two people in social situations
    c. One person speaking about education or training
    d. One person speaking about an everyday social situation

7. What is Part 1?   a b c d 

8. What is Part 2?  a b c d

9. What is Part 3?  a b c d

10. What is Part 4?  a b c d
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11. In paper-based IELTS, what should you do during the 10-minute transfer time at the end of the Listening Test?
      a. Check the answers that you wrote on the Question Booklet
      b. Copy the answers from the Question Booklet to the Answer Sheet
      c. Take a 10 minute break before the Reading Test starts

12.  Will you lose marks for spelling or grammar errors?
      a. Yes  b. No

13. Will you lose marks for errors with capital letters?
      a.   Yes  b. No

14. How many different types of questions are there on the Listening Test?
      a. 3  b. 5  c. 7

15.  Why are there different types of questions on the Listening Test?
      a. To make the test easy to mark
      b. To make the test more interesting
      c. To test different listening skills

16. How many marks are there for each question?
      a. ½  b. 1  c. 2

17. If you don’t know an answer, is it better to leave the question blank or make a guess?
      a. Leave the question blank b. Make a guess

18. Is it possible to get half a band score on the Listening Test, such as an overall 6.5?
      a. Yes  b. No

19. Can you leave the testing room during the Listening Test?
      a.   Yes  b. No

20. What accents will you hear on the recording?
      a. Only British
      b. Only Australian
      c. Only British and Australian
      d. A variety of native-speaker accents

Answers: 
1. (a), 2. (b), 3. (a), 4. (c), 5. (a), 6.(b), 7. (b), 8. (d), 9 (a), 10. (c), 11. (b), 
12. (a), 13. (b), 14. (c), 15. (c), 16. (b), 17. (b), 18. (a), 19. (b), 20. (d).

IELTS Focus - Listening



Overview of the IELTS Listening Test

The Listening Test is the same test for both Academic and General Training test takers.

There are 40 questions.

There are 4 Parts.

You will hear the recording only once.

In paper-based IELTS, you have 10 minutes at the end to copy your answers onto the Listening Answer Sheet.

In computer-delivered IELTS, you have 2 minutes at the end to check your answers.

7Student Book



Listening Test: 4 Parts

8 IELTS Focus - Listening

Part 1: 

A conversation between two people about an everyday social situation, such as a conversation in a travel agency or a 
ticket office.

Part 2:

A monologue (one person speaking) about an everyday social situation, such as a speech about local facilities in a 
museum, shopping mall or theatre.

Part 3:

A conversation about an educational or training situation between two main speakers, such as two university students. 
There may be up to 4 speakers in total.

Part 4:

An academic lecture (one person speaking) about an educational or training situation.

Sourced from www.idpielts.me
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How IELTS Listening is scored

One mark is awarded for each correct answer on the 40-question test.

You will lose marks for spelling and grammar mistakes.

A conversion table is produced for each IELTS Listening Test, which translates raw scores out of 40 into the IELTS 9-band scale. 
Scores can be a whole or half band. Below is an approximate score conversion. Remember that these numbers may be slightly different 
for each test.

Student Book

How IELTS Listening is scored

Sourced from www.idpielts.me

Average Listening raw score out of 40 Listening band score

16 5

23 6

30 7

35 8
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Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide page 11

Expected number of Correct Answers on a Typical Part of the Listening Test

Number of questions answered correctly
on a typical Part of the Listening Test IELTS Band Score

Up to Band 51-4

Between Bands 5 and 75-7

Above Band 78-10
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Notes
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Notes
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Types of Questions on the Listening Test

There are different types of questions on the Listening Test. It 
is important to practice all of these different types. 

● Multiple choice

● Matching

● Sentence completion

● Plan/map/diagram labelling

● Form/note/table/flow-chart/summary completion

● Short-answer questions

Types of questions on the Listening Test
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Understanding correct answer form 

An important part of following the instructions is paying attention to the form that your answers must take: do you have to write a letter 
(A, B, C) or fill in words in a gap? How many words can you use?

Tip! Pay attention to word limit questions!

If you write more than the maximum number of words, you will lose a 
mark even if the information is correct.

Write no more than THREE words and/or a number.

Write no more than TWO words and/or a number.

Write no more than ONE word and/or a number.
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What skills are assessed? Examples of Correct form Instructions Question type

Detailed understanding of 

specific points 

A

B

C

Choose the correct letter, A, 

B or C.

Multiple Choice

Overall understanding of 

main points

Listening for detail:

-  from a conversation on an 

everyday topic

-  recognise relationships 

between facts

A

B

C

Match a numbered list of 

items from the recording 

with a list of options in the 

Question Booklet. 

Matching 

Understanding detailed 

information and relating it to 

a visual

Understanding spatial 

relationships (such as near 

to, next to, on the right) and 

directions

A

B

C

D

E

Select an answer from a list 

to label a visual:

● a diagram (such as a 

piece of equipment)

● some pictures

● a plan

● a map of a town

Plan/map/diagram labelling
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What skills are assessed? Examples of Correct form Instructions

Fill in gaps in an outline 

about  main ideas or facts:

1. write facts on a form

2. summarise information in 

notes

3. summarise information in 

categories (such as place, 

time, price)

4. summarise a process 

with clear stages in a 

flow-chart

Question type

Understanding main ideas 

or facts

Form, note, table, 

flow-chart, summary 

completion
What type of word fits in the 

gap?

(noun, verb, adjective etc)

Either:

1. Select from a list

Or 

2. Write the missing words 

they hear in the gaps. Word 

limit may vary e.g. Write no 

more than ONE, TWO or 

THREE words and/or a 

number.

Read sentences that 

summarise information from 

all or part of the recording.

Fill in a gap in each 

sentence.

Understanding key 

information and 

relationships such as cause 

and effect

Sentence completionWord limit may vary e.g. 

Write no more than ONE, 

TWO or THREE words 

and/or a number.
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What skills are assessed? Examples of Correct form Instructions Question type

Listening for facts, such as 

places, prices and times.

Word limit may vary e.g. 

Write no more than ONE, 

TWO or THREE words 

and/or a number.

Write a short answer using 

information from the 

recording.  

Short-answer questions

Adapted from: https://www.ielts.org/about-the-test/test-format-in-detail#sthash.vC9KOYWv.dpuf
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Listening skills

A variety of question types are used on the IELTS Listening Test in order to assess different listening skills. In general, test 
takers are listening for facts, attitudes, and speakers' opinions. Here are some of the specific skills being tested:

1. Listening for the gist (main idea)
Listening only for the general meaning - about where, when, who is speaking

2. Listening for specific information
Listening for one particular idea or fact and disregarding other information

3. Predicting
Reading the questions and trying to guess what type of answer is needed 

4. Inferring meaning
Understanding the REAL meaning from the way something is said

5. Following signposting and referencing words
Understanding words that help the listener to follow the information in the recording

6. Understanding natural pronunciation
Understanding meaning when native speakers are talking

7. Note taking skills
Listening and taking notes at the same time

8. Paraphrasing skills
The words used in the questions are not exactly the same as the words used in the recording. Therefore, it is important to 
understand synonyms and words with similar meanings.
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With a partner, practice asking and answering each other how to spell the names of 

people, places, streets and so on.

Listening for specific information
Part 1 is the easiest of the four parts of the Listening Test because test takers have to listen for factual information. Make sure you 
practice listening to understand the following:

You need to know the English alphabet and how each letter is pronounced (for example, the letter ‘W’ is pronounced as ‘double–u’).  
Notice how double letters are often pronounced when they are spelled out, such as in the name Rennolds:
R-E-double N-O-L-D-S

How do you spell your name? Is it R-E-Y-N-O-L-D-S?

No, it’s spelled R-E-N-N-O-L-D-S.

Letters of the alphabet
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Talk to your partner about important dates in your life:

24th April           April 24             24 April

Practice the dialogue below with a partner using different 
numbers. Notice how the 0 in phone numbers can be 
pronounced ‘oh’ or ‘zero.’

Numbers 

If you are writing dates as an answer to any question, remember that there are several correct ways to write them, such as:

Dates

A: Can you give me your new phone number?

B: Yes, it’s +966 204 6677.  Wait a minute - no, that’s my old number. My new one is +966 542 8844

A: Do you still live on the 1st floor of the building?

B: No, I’ve moved to the 43rd floor.

A: You must have a wonderful view! 

When were you born? When did you move to this country? When will you go to university?

June 6th, 1985          August 28th, 2017          October 2nd, 2021
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When you hear… Write… For example...

Kilometres/kilometers km 25 km

Metres/meters m 50m

Kilograms/kilogrammes kg 840kg

Grams/grammes g 24g

Centimetres/centimeters cm 12cm

Percent % 99%

Dollars $ $49.99

Pounds £ £45

To avoid making spelling mistakes, use common abbreviations and symbols whenever possible.

Writing factual information
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Listening for signpost words

Signpost words are words that help you understand how a speaker is organizing his ideas. Signpost words help you follow the 
sequence of the speaker’s ideas, so they are helpful in all parts of the Listening Test. Signpost words are especially useful in Part 4 of 
the IELTS Listening Test. 

While you are listening to a lecture or talk you will need to recognise when the speaker is carrying out functions such as those in the 
left-hand column below. Now read the examples on the right and match them with the functions on the left. You can use the functions 
more than once.

1. introducing a new topic or topics

2. giving an example

3. adding 

4. contrasting

5. restating information in different ways

   

6. making a summary

a. what I mean by this…

b. to put it another way…

c. so what I’ve covered so far is… 

d. I’m going to begin by talking about…

e. As we’ve seen today…

f. In other words…

g. However, this is not always the case…

h. The next thing we’ll be looking at is…

i. There are three main concepts to bear in mind…

j. For instance...

k. In addition….

Answers: 
1. (d, h, i), 2. (j), 3. (k), 4. (g)., 5 (a, b, f)., 6. (c, e).
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Listening Strategies

To tackle the IELTS Listening Test effectively, you need to practice certain strategies before you listen, while you listen and after 
you listen.

Before You Listen

● Read the questions before you listen.

● Underline or highlight key words in the questions. Think of synonyms of key words

● Try to predict what you are going to hear:

- What is the general topic?

- Who is speaking?

- Where are they?

- What vocabulary do you know on this topic?

● What form should your answer take? A,B,C; (i) (ii), (iii); words or phrases

● For gap fill questions:

 - What is the word limit? ONE/TWO/THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER    

- What type of word fits in the gap? noun, verb, adjective
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While You Listen

● The information you hear on the recording is in the same order as the questions. 

● You must keep up with the recording. If you miss a question, keep up with the recording. Stay calm and positive. 
You can go back later and answer any questions you missed.

● For each question, listen for synonyms in the recording, or listen for words with a similar meaning.  

For example, in the recording you might hear: “She likes going to the gym and playing tennis.” The answer might say, 
“She is an active person.”

● Listen for signpost words, especially in Part 4, that help you understand what information you are going to listen to next 
and how the ideas are related:

There are 3 main reasons why…First…Second…Third….

My next main point is….

Another important idea relates to...

● As you listen to the recording, cross out options that don’t fit. This makes it easier for you to choose the right answer.

● Try to read 1-2 questions ahead.

For example, when you hear the answer for number 3, you should be looking ahead at questions 4 and 5.
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After You Listen

At the end of each part you have time to check your answers.

●  Check that you have answered all the questions. Do not leave any blanks. It is always better to make an educated guess.

●  Check that you have used a word with the correct meaning.

●  Check that you have used the correct word form (noun, verb, adjective).

●  Check that you have used the correct answer form (A B C; i, ii, iii; words or phrases).

●  Check word limit questions. Make sure you did not write more than the maximum number of words and/or a number.

●  Check that you have not repeated words.

    e.g. The the name of the street.

●  Check your spelling. If the word is in the question booklet, copy it carefully.

● Check your grammar carefully.

● In paper-based Listening:

- Put your answers on the correct side of the Answer Sheet. One side is for your Listening answers and the other side is for 
your Reading answers.

- Put your answers next to the correct question number on the Answer Sheet.

- If you make a mistake, cross it out completely and write the correct answer clearly above or next to it.

- Check that your handwriting is easy to read.
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SAMPLE
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How to answer Form Completion questions

Form Completion questions

Practice Listening questions

Let’s look at strategies for answering Form Completion questions. 

Before you listen:

Read the instructions and note how many words you can write for the word limit questions.

During the listening:

Focus your attention on the type of information you think you need.

Look at the form – the headings and titles. What is the general topic? What are the main points?

Look at the gaps carefully. What type of information do you need to listen for? (numbers, dates, names…)

After you listen:

Check your answers:

Think about the meaning and the grammar. Does the word fit in the gap?

Use any extra time to look ahead to the next Part.
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Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare

Listening sample task - Form completion

Now practice using these strategies to answer questions 1-8 of Packham’s Shipping Agency - customer quotation form.

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher.

Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 

Form completion: Packham’s Shipping Agency

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/WODNlKDwpZvgu6FiDipMc/d4c0b8f146a2823d04ccd67dd8a7c9da/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Form_completion.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/5uMqncuUdZXWLtAH4LOilw/db45cbcc0a8fc8c67bc00700593baa36/Listening_Sample_Task_Form_Completion.pdf
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Multiple Choice questions
Let’s look at some strategies for answering multiple choice questions.

Before you listen:

Read the instructions carefully. e. g. Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Read the questions. Underline key words

Think about possible synonyms of the key words that you might hear on the recording.

During the listening:

Focus your attention and be prepared to hear synonyms of the key words in the questions.

Choose the answer that has the same meaning as you hear in the recording.

Never leave a blank answer. Make your best guess.

There is only one correct answer. If you can’t decide, try to eliminate one of the choices. Write 2 possible answers in your 
question booklet. You can choose one answer later.

How to answer Multiple Choice questions
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Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare

Listening sample task – Multiple choice

Now practice using these strategies to answer questions 9 and 10 of 

Packham’s Shipping Agency. 

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher. 

Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 

Listen and read as many times as you need to.

Part 1
Questions 9 and 10

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

9. Type of insurance chosen

    A Economy

    B Standard

    C Premium

10. Customer wants goods delivered to

    A port

    B home

    C depot

Multiple choice: Packham’s Shipping Agency

https://www.ielts.org/en-US/about-the-test/-/media/files/listening-sample-task-type-2.ashx
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/5uMqncuUdZXWLtAH4LOilw/db45cbcc0a8fc8c67bc00700593baa36/Listening_Sample_Task_Form_Completion.pdf


Sentence Completion questions
Let’s look at some strategies for answering sentence 
completion questions.

32 IELTS Focus - Listening

Before you listen:

Read the instructions and understand the word limit. How many words and/or numbers can you write in the gaps?

Underline or highlight key words in the questions and try to think of synonyms or words with similar meanings that you might hear 
in the recording.

During the listening:

Focus on the possible synonyms of the key words you underlined.

After you listen:

 Check your answers:

1. Is the meaning correct?

2. Does the word fit grammatically in the sentence?

3. Did you write less than the word limit?

Write the answers in the gaps.
Write the word that you hear in the recording.

Look at the gaps and think about the word(s) that might fit:
-  What is the meaning that fits?
- What word form fits grammatically? (noun, verb, adjective)

How to answer Sentence Completion questions
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Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare

Part 3
Questions 27-30

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS for each answer.

Studying with the Open University demanded a great deal of 27………………………........

Studying and working at the same time improved Rachel’s 28 …………………………….. skills.

It was helpful that the course was structured in 29 …………………………………………..

She enjoyed meeting other students at 30 ……………………………………………………

Listening sample task - Sentence completion

Now practice using these strategies as you listen to a conversation 

between two friends, Rachel and Paul, who are talking about 

studying with the Open University. 

Listen and answer questions 27-30. 

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher.  

Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 

Listen and read as many times as you need to.

Sentence Completion: the Open University

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/6Ck9N5f4N74I085sfawnSO/95ad1936d134d6d08252bb83dc79aef8/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Sentence_completion.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/7tQdqgYize8c9zvN9qXHuG/6f5b27dd92e4fa2358fc0d70b382ebbb/Listening_Sample_Task_Sentence_Completion.pdf
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Matching questions
Let’s look at some strategies for answering matching questions.

Read the instructions. There are several options (A, B, C, D) that you have to match to some questions or statements (1, 2, 3, 4). 
You must write the letter A, B, C, D next to the questions 1, 2, 3, 4.

Before you listen:

Focus on the options A, B, C, D as you listen and look at the questions/statements 1, 2, 3, 4.

During the listening:

Check your answers.

After listening:

Choose the option that best matches the numbered statements.

Write A, B, C next to the question numbers in your Question Booklet

Do you have to use all the options? Can you use some options more than once?

Look at the options and numbered statements. What type of things are they e.g. places, facilities? Can you think of synonyms 
for them?

How to answer Matching questions
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Listening and questions sourced from www.idpielts.me

Listening and questions sourced from www.idpielts.me

Part 1
Questions 1 - 4

Which hotel matches each description?

Choose your answers from the box and write the correct letter A – E next to 

questions 1 - 4.

A          The Bridge Hotel

B          Carlton House

C          The Imperial

D          The Majestic

E          The Royal Oak

1. is in a rural area 

2. only opened recently

3. offers facilities for business functions

4. has an indoor swimming pool

Listening sample task - Matching

Now practice using these strategies as you listen to a man 
talking to an official at a tourist information office. 

Listen and answer questions 1-4. 

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher. 
Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 
Listen and read as many times as you need to.

Matching: Tourist Information Office

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/6nGVxGcaw4NxE8pejWcm2/f6e4a9b8019259a33701bf41aa2009d6/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Matching_-_Sample_2.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/1Y8yEsbcjdtW2uH1c4prLO/abadb827c749ab86c7d1c7df13a1e60b/Listening_Sample_Task_Matching_2.pdf
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Plan/map/diagram-labelling questions
Let’s look at some strategies for answering these types of questions. 

Read the instructions carefully. You have to label a visual, such as a map or diagram with answers from a box, A, B, C, D. 
Write the letter of the answer next to the numbered spaces on the visual.

Before you listen:

After you listen:

During the listening:

Look at the map or diagram carefully. What does it show? 

What type of labels do you have to write? 

Check your answers carefully.  

Where do you write the labels on the map or diagram?

 Listen carefully for words that describe location (such as next to, on the right, behind, in front of).

Fill in the gaps in the map or diagram with the correct letter A, B, C, D.

How to answer Plan/Map/
Diagram-labelling questions:
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Listening and questions sourced from www.idpielts.me

Listening sample task - Plan/map/diagram-labelling

Now practice using these strategies as you listen to the librarian of a new 

town library talking to a group of people who are visiting the library. 

Listen and answer questions 11-15. 

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher. 

Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 

Listen and read as many times as you need to.

Plan/map/diagram-labelling: Town Library

Part 2

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/3cB4ifvDTH8J8I5h7SCGQ8/7f6eeefce8ab4ff4fa4c7ce081ce8402/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Plan__map__diagram__labelling.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/2hqIorLXrUXsplSMIt5XN/df4cbae1249423f89354d645b1517774/Listening_Sample_Task_Plan_Map_Diagram_Labelling.pdf


Short-answer questions
Let’s look at some strategies for answering short-answer 
questions.
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How to answer Short-answer questions

Read the instructions carefully to understand the word limit. How many words and numbers can you write?

Before you listen:

Focus on the possible synonyms of the key words you underlined.

During the listening:

Check your answers.

After you listen:

1. Is the meaning correct?

3.  Did you write less than the word limit?

2. Does the word fit grammatically in the gap? Read the whole sentence to yourself and check the grammar.

Write or type the answers in the gaps.

Read the questions and underline or highlight key words. Try to think of synonyms of the key words that you might hear in 
the recording.



Listening sample task - Short-answer
Now practice using these strategies as you listen to part of a 

seminar called “Understanding the World’s Oceans” given by a 

climate scientist. 

Listen and answer questions 21 - 30.

When you finish, transfer your answers onto the blank answer sheet. 

Make sure you copy your answers next to the correct numbers (21-30) on the Answer Sheet. 

Check your answers with a partner and with your teacher. 

Then, listen again and read the transcript at the same time. 

Listen and read as many times as you need to.

Short-answer: Understanding
the World's Oceans
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Part 3

Questions 21 - 30

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Understanding the World’s Oceans

The Robotic Float Project

• Float is shaped like a 21 ………………………………………………………………..

• Scientists from 22 …………………………….. have worked on the project so far.

Listening and questions sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 7-9.

https://downloads.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/3dKcbOPAu3EpCwDtBs2e3d/bfc0c6868a8d8ca41c0caddc05f997c4/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Short_answer_questions_-_Sample_2.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/4dG7lp7gFMFhqoJYcsVhbv/67e8ac17522ad4acfde924d7b59b8f8c/Listening_Sample_Task_Short_Answer_2.pdf
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Questions 26 – 30

In what time period can the float projects help with the issues 26 – 30 below?

A At present

B In the near future

C In the long-term future

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to questions 26 – 30.

26 El Nino 

27 Global warming

28 Naval rescues

29 Sustainable fishing practices

30 Crop selection

Listening and questions sourced from IELTS Scores Guide pages 7-9.
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SAMPLE
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Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 5-6.

Part 2

You are going to listen to a radio broadcast called “Focus on the Arts.”

Use the strategies that you have learned in this unit. 

Listen and answer questions 11 – 20. 

When you finish, transfer your answers to the Listening Answer Sheet. 

Make sure you copy your answers next to the correct numbers (11-20) on the Answer Sheet.

End of course Listening assessment: Focus on the Arts

Download Listening answers

https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/TpcNnXtS4ZPbzEivA7hHg/eb28724e41e49dcc096fc00826968652/Audio_-_Free_practice_test_-_Listening_-_Note_completion.mp3
https://assets.ctfassets.net/unrdeg6se4ke/5mdRn9lGibK4JvuS9n4qQJ/53830f121e8e6ee3577288384bc339a8/answers-listening-section2-sampleb.pdf
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Part 2



Student Book 45Download Listening answers
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SAMPLE
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Packham’s Shipping Agency transcript:
Form Completion Questions 1-8

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare

Transcripts of recordings
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Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare
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Packham’s Shipping Agency Transcript:
Multiple Choice Questions 9-10

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare
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The Open University Transcript:
Sentence Completion Questions 27-30

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare
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Tourist Information Office Transcript:
Matching Questions 1-4

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare
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Town Library Transcript:
Plan/map/diagram-labelling Questions 11-15

Sourced from www.idpielts.me/prepare
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Understanding the World’s Oceans Transcript:
Short-answer Questions 21-30
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Sample questions with answers

Sample A

Section 2

You will hear a radio broadcast called ‘Focus on the Arts.’

First, you have some time to look at questions 11 to 16 on page 4.

(pause)

Now listen carefully and answer questions 11 to 16.

Hello, and welcome to ‘Focus on the Arts.’ I’m your host – Dave Green – and this is our very own local radio programme. Every Friday 

evening we put the spotlight on different arts and culture facilities, and look at the shows and events that are on offer in the coming 

week.

And today the focus is on the National Arts Centre. Now, if you don’t already know it yourself, I’m sure you’ve all heard of it. It’s famous 

throughout the world as one of the major venues for classical music. 

But did you know that it’s actually much more than just a place to hear concerts? The Centre itself is a huge complex that caters for a 

great range of arts. Under a single roof, it houses concert rooms, theatres, cinemas, art galleries and a wonderful public library, as well 

as service facilities including three restaurants and a bookshop. So, at any one time, the choice of entertainment there is simply 

enormous.

So how did they manage to build such a big arts complex right in the heart of the city? Well, the area was completely destroyed by 

bombs during the war in 1940. So the opportunity was taken to create a cultural centre that would be what they called ‘the City’s gift to 

the Nation.’ Of course, it took a while for such a big project to get started, but it was planned in the ‘60s, built in the ‘70’s and eventually 

opened to the public in 1983. Ever since then, it has proved to be a great success. It’s not privately owned, like many arts centres, but 

is still in public hands – it’s run by the City Council. Both our National Symphony Orchestra and National Theatre Company were 

involved in the planning of the project, and they’re now based there – giving regular performances every week – and as the Centre is 

open 363 days of the year, there are plenty of performances to choose from. 

(pause)

Before you hear the rest of the broadcast you have some time to look at questions 17 to 20 on page 5.

(pause)

Now listen and answer questions 17 to 20.

(pause)
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So, to give you some idea of what’s on, and to help you choose from the many possibilities, we’ve made a selection of the star 

attractions.

If you’re interested in classical music, then we recommend you go along to the National on either Monday or Tuesday evening at 7.30 

for a spectacular production of ‘The Magic Flute’ - probably the most popular of all Mozart’s operas. It’s in the Garden Hall and tickets 

start at only £8.00, but you’ll have to be early if you want to get them that cheap! And remember, it’s only on for those two evenings.

For those more interested in the cinema, you might like to see the new Canadian film which is showing on Wednesday evening at 8.00 

p.m. in Cinema 2. And that’s called ‘Three Lives.’  It’s had fantastic reviews and tickets cost just £4.50, which is a reduction on the usual 

price of £5.50. So, it’s really good value, especially for such a great movie.

But you can see the centre’s main attraction at the weekend, because on Saturday and Sunday, 11.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m., they’re 

showing a wonderful new exhibition that hasn’t been seen anywhere else in Europe yet. It’s a collection of Chinese art called ‘Faces of 

China’ – that’s in Gallery 1 – and it has some really fascinating paintings and sculptures by leading artists from all over China – and the 

good news is that it’s completely free, so don’t miss it!

So, why not go along to the National Arts Centre next week for one – or all – of these great events – and you can always pick up a 

programme and check out all the other performances and exhibitions on offer, or coming soon, on almost every day of the year.

Next week we’ll be looking at the new Museum of Science. [fade]

That is the end of Section 2. You now have half a minute to check your answers.

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide page 6.
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The IELTS Listening test consists of 40 questions 4 Parts of 10 questions each and a 30-minute recording with all information given 
in the same order as the questions.

Key strategies for the paper-based Listening test:

• You have time before the recording starts to read the questions for each Part before you listen
• You should write answers, notes or ideas in the Question Booklet as you listen. Do not attempt to answer on the Listening Answer 

Sheet while you listen.
• Underline key words and phrases in the Question Booklet to help you focus on main ideas.
• You will have 10 minutes at the end to transfer your answers to the Listening Answer Sheet.
• Handwriting is important. Anything that is illegible will be marked incorrect.
• Spelling is also important, so make sure your spelling is correct.

Key strategies for the computer-delivered Listening test:

• When all the test takers in the room are ready, the Listening test begins at the same time for everybody. You cannot pause or 
restart the Listening test.

• You will have high-quality headphones connected to your computer and a quiet room for your test. You can change the volume by 
using the volume bar at the top right at any time during the test.

• You will have 30 seconds to read the questions for each Part before you listen and at least 30 seconds to check your answers at 
the end of each Part.

• Listen carefully for the Part and question numbers to make sure you are looking at the right screen.
• Enter your answers on the screen as the recording plays. For some questions you need to type a number in the gap. For some 

questions you need to choose which diagram label (A, B, C etc) is correct for which item listed in a table. For some questions you 
need to click on an answer and drag it into a gap. If you want to change an answer, move another answer into the gap. If you want 
to leave the question unanswered, move the word back. For some questions you need to move an answer into a gap on a diagram. 

• You can scroll and highlight on the screen and you can move back screens and return to a previous question by clicking the 
number on the screen.

• The Listening test will automatically stop at the end of all four Parts when the time finishes. You will have 2 minutes to check your 
answers. There is no spell-check feature, so check your spelling carefully.

Strategies for both the paper-based and computer-delivered Listening test:

• You will hear the recording once only, so if you miss something, you must keep up with the recording and get ready for the next 
question. Make your best guess and move on. You will not hear the recording a second time.

• Pay attention to word limit questions and do not enter more than the maximum number of words.
• Use abbreviations and symbols where appropriate e.g. $ for dollar.
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Type Features Experience/
English level

Indicative 
band 
score

Personalised 
feedback

Expert 
tips to 
improve

New 
practice 
questions

Paid/free

IELTS Progress Check

Practice 
test

• The only official online practice test 
developed by IELTS

• Indicative band scores for every test 
section and an overall band score

• Marked by official IELTS markers

• Suitable for both computer-delivered  
and paper-based IELTS

• Personalised feedback in all assessment 
criteria for Writing and Speaking

  

+  
Marked  
by official 
IELTS 
markers

  

+  
 All assessment 
criteria for  
Writing/
Speaking

  

+ 
Marker’s 
comments

Paid

IELTS Master

Online 
course

• The IELTS online preparation is  
developed by Macquarie University  
in Australia

• Exclusive preparation tool for  
IDP test takers 

• 20–25 hours of online study time

Free  
(one skill) 
when you 
book a test 
with IDP. 
Upgrade to 
full course 
at 50% off

IELTS Masterclass

Seminar  
(in person 
& webinar)

• A 90-minute class for test takers aiming  
for a band score of 6 or above

• IELTS assessment criteria explained

• Insights into common IELTS mistakes  
and how to avoid them 

• IELTS approved handouts, which include 
test questions and sample answers

• Time to ask questions in a fun and  
supportive environment

I   A Free

IELTS Advantage

Webinar • A 40-minute webinar

• Everything you want to know about  
IELTS but were afraid to ask

• What to expect on the test day

• How your skills are assessed 

• FAQs about Listening, Reading,  
Writing and Speaking tests

N Free

Our official IDP IELTS Preparation Tools 
are designed to help you achieve  
the score you need.

N New P Pre-intermediate I Intermediate A Advanced All levels
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