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Computer or paper: Your IELTS, your choice

Whether you take IELTS on paper or computer, you can be confident that you are taking the same
trusted English language test.

v Computer-delivered IELTS Paper-based IELTS

Delivery Listening @ Listening @
Reading @ Reading @&
Writing @ Writing ()

Speaking ©%

Face-to-face Speaking test with a certified IELTS examiner.

Results
available 3-5 days ek
Booking & Look for a computer icon @ Look for a paper icon @
registration when booking your test at when booking your test at
IELT Sregistration.com IELT Sregistration.com
Test Up to 7 days a week”* Up to 48 days per year
availability (Thursdays and Saturdays)
Length of Listening (30 minutes)* Listening (30 minutes)
the test Reading (60 minutes) Reading (60 minutes)
Writing (60 minutes) Writing (60 minutes)
Speaking (11-14 minutes) Speaking (11-14 minutes)

* Please check with your local test centre for the available computer-delivered IELTS sessions.
** In the computer-delivered Listening test, the timings are slightly different from the paper-based test. This is because the paper-based test
requires users to transfer answers to an answer sheet. This step becomes redundant when answering directly on a computer.

» Before the start of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to read the questions.
« After the end of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to review your answers.
+ At the end of the Listening test, you will have 2 minutes to check your answers.

The timing of the Listening test is between 30 - 34 minutes.

Still the world’s leading high-stakes test with no change to:

® Content @ Test timings ® Question types
® Marking @ Security arrangements @ Speaking test delivery (face-to-face)

2 IELTS Focus - General Training Writing Task 2



Which IELTS is best for you?

Computer-delivered IELTS or paper-based IELTS?

The choice is yours, let’s explore.

Is your mobile
phone always
in your hand?

Can you type a
text message
quicker than you
can talk?

Do you prefer to
read the news
online or in the
newspaper?

Do you like to
plan everything
in one day, or
split it up to take
a break?

Some fun activities

START HERE

Do you
consider
yourself

tech-savvy?

Do you like to
be the first to
try new
things?

Do you feel

comfortable

reading on a
screen?

Do you like to
switch off from
technology
occasionally?

Do you have
messy
hand-writing?

Do you prefer
to have a plan
or just go with
the flow?

Do you type with
all ten fingers or
just two?

\ \

Your speedy nature makes you
suitable for the
computer-delivered IELTS test.

* Please note that this flowchart is for reference purposes only.

Your adaptable nature makes
you suitable for either the
paper or computer-delivered
IELTS test.

Your mastery of the pen
makes you suitable for the
paper IELTS test.

Choose the best option based on your preferences.
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Pre-course Writing assessment: Writing Assist

Your teacher will arrange for you to complete IDP’s Writing Assist. You will write a Task 1 and Task 2, which are both very similar
to the real IELTS Writing tasks.

If you're a self study student preparing for IELTS, we recommend checking out the free IELTS Writing sample tests.
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.ielts.com_about_news-2Dand-2Darticles_article-2Dfree-2Dpractice-2Dtests&d=DwMGaQ&c=HdAUNv_EOZyljLc1cjbHCq-Eo7r1kRHoywhQbi81uaA&r=Rqz3PD-VcZAf-uwzLbvfMI1gZcbwdqranGuHLsICQwQ&m=TkZrFiReUNk2qatlNf1YYlmsJN1pOX7GiU3oE8nrBUY&s=4wQ_SZLvS2Qdf1rYKNoTTFvI590i2mamr_LGJXyLczo&e=

Ice breaker

Interview your partner, take some notes, and then introduce each other to the class:

1.

What are some interesting facts about you that you'd like me to share with the class?

Have you taken IELTS before? Where? When?

When do you plan to take the IELTS test?

Which skills do you think you are best at?

Which skills are most difficult for you?

What do you most hope to learn in this course?

If you could give your classmates one piece of advice about studying in this course, what would it be?

If you could give your teacher one piece of advice about teaching this course, what would it be?

How much time do you spend in total reading, writing, listening and speaking in English?

10. How will succeeding in the IELTS test help you achieve your goals for the future?
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Quiz: How much do you know about
the IELTS Writing Test?

How much do you know about the IELTS Writing test? Answer the questions below. Check and see if your partner agrees. We
will come back to this later in the course.

How do you rate your writing skills on a scale of 1-107?
(10 = highest; 1 = lowest)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

. How long does the writing test last?
. 45 minutes
. 60 minutes
. 90 minutes

O T o -

. How many writing tasks are there?
2
3
4

SCTON

w

. How many words do you need to write for Task 1?
. A maximum of 150 words
b. A minimum of 150 words

O]

. About how long should you spend writing Task 1?
. 10 minutes
. 20 minutes
. 40 minutes

O T o b

]

. Task 1 involves expressing and justifying an opinion.
a. Yes b. No

6. How many words do you need to write for Task 27
. A maximum of 250 words
b. A minimum of 250 words

O]

. About how long should you spend writing Task 27?
. 20 minutes
. 40 minutes
. 60 minutes

O T o N

(o0}

. Do you have to do both tasks?
a. Yes b. No

9. Task 1 is weighted 1/3 and Task 2 is weighted 2/3 of the total Writing score, so you should spend 20 minutes writing Task 1 and 40
minutes writing Task 2.
a. Yes b. No
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10. In Task 1 what kinds of visuals might you have to describe?
a. Graphs

b. Maps

c. A process

d. All of the above

11. In Task 2, what type of writing do you need to write?
a. An essay

b. A story

c. A newspaper article

d. A speech

12. In Task 2, what should you include in your answer?

a. An introduction and body paragraphs only

b. An introduction and a conclusion only

c. An introduction, two or more body paragraphs, and a conclusion

13. In Tasks 1 and 2, how should you write your answers?
a. In notes

b. In bullet points

c. In full sentences

d. All of the above

14. What are the criteria you will be marked on?
a. Task achievement/response

b. Grammar range and accuracy

c. Lexical resource

d. Coherence and cohesion

e. All of the above

15. In Task 2, will you get a lower score if the Examiner disagrees with your ideas and opinions?
a. Yes b. No

16. Do you have to write Task 1 before Task 27?
a. Yes b. No

17. In paper-based IELTS do you have to use a pen or pencil?
a. Pen

b. Pencil

c. Either pen or pencil is OK.

18. Are correct spelling and punctuation important in Task 1 and 2 Writing?
a. Yes b. No

19. Can you get a higher score if you use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures?
a. Yes b. No

20. Is a half band score possible in the IELTS Academic Writing Test (for example 6.5)?
a. Yes b. No

Answers:
1. (b), 2. (a), 3. (b), 4. (b), 5. (b), 6.(b), 7. (b), 8. (a), 9 (a), 10. (d), 11. (a), 12. (c), 13. (c), 14. (e), 15. (b), 16. (b), 17. (b), 18. (a), 19. (a), 20. (a)
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Understanding IELTS General Training Writing Tasks 1 and 2

There are two Writing tasks and BOTH must be completed.
@ Timing: 60 minutes
No. of questions: 2

Task types

Task 1:
 Write a letter in response to a situation requesting information or explaining the situation.
* Test takers may have to engage in personal correspondence to:
- Elicit and provide general factual information
- Express needs, wants, likes and dislikes
- Express opinions (views, complaints) etc.
* The letter may be personal, semi-formal or formal in style.
» Write at least 150 words in about 20 minutes.

T\?\?ﬁtg.an essay in response to a point of view or argument or problem.

» Write at least 250 words in about 40 minutes

Answering

» Write answers in full sentences organized into paragraphs.

* Do not write notes, lists or bullet points on your Task 1 or Task 2 essays.

* In paper-based IELTS you can take notes on the question booklet.

* In computer-delivered IELTS you can take notes on the screen.
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How IELTS Writing is scored

Answers are scored on:

 Task Achievement/Task Response
» Coherence and Cohesion

* Lexical Resource

» Grammatical Range and Accuracy.

General Training Writing - Task achievement: Task 1

» Assesses how appropriately, accurately and relevantly the response fulfills the requirements set out in the task: all bullet points
covered, clear purpose and tone, appropriate format
* Must write a minimum of 150 words

Academic and GT Writing - Task response: Task 2

* Assesses how well the response formulates and develops a position in relation to a given prompt in the form of a question or
statement.

* Ideas should be supported by evidence

» Examples may come from the test takers’ own experience.

* Must write a minimum of 250 words.
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Coherence and cohesion

« Assesses the overall clarity and fluency of the message: how the essay organises and links information, ideas and language.

» Coherence means the linking of ideas through logical sequencing.

» Cohesion means the variety of cohesive devices used to make clear the relationships between ideas (e.g., logical connectors,
pronouns and conjunctions)

Lexical resource
* Assesses the range, accuracy and appropriacy of vocabulary in relation to the specific task.

Grammatical range and accuracy

» Assesses the range and accurate use of grammar at the sentence level.

Adapted from: https://www.ielts.org/about-thetest/~/link.aspx?_id=B678D89D4F974C7FAB45CC6E241CA4B6& z=z#sthash.YcB4fYLZ.dpuf
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Instructions, format and essay question prompts

Understanding the instructions

In Task 2 writing, the instructions are always the same. Read
the instructions below and answer the questions.

Writing Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

1. Why should you spend about 40 minutes on Task 2?

3. The instructions tell you to include relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. Does this mean you can
use the pronoun ‘I’ to write about your own experience?

12 IELTS Focus - General Training Writing Task 2




Understanding appropriate format

In Academic Task 2 Writing you have to write an essay in response to a
point of view, argument or problem. Notes, bullet points, headings and
subheadings are inappropriate. You will lose marks for inappropriate format.

To get above band 4 or 5 in Task Response you must use appropriate format.

Look at the 5 model Task 2 essays, A-E. With a partner, decide which are examples of appropriate or inappropriate format, and
explain why.

Model Answer A

Dear Khalid,

| would like to tell you about the advantages and disadvantages of taking a gap year. XXxxxxxX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX
)9,9.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.00.0.0900009.9900000000.00000008.000000000000000000.0000000008.99000000000.00000008.090000000008.900009.0004

XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXX

The main advantages are that XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXKX XXXXXKXX XXXXXX XXXXXK XXKXXKXX XXXXKXXX XXXKXXX
),0,.9,0.9,0.0.0.9.0.9.0.0,0.9.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.9 000090800 0.00090000.0.0000000 0000 00000.0000000000000000000004

Well, my dear friend, in general, you can see that there are some disadvantages XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXRXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. Are you planning to take a gap year?
Take care of yourself and | can’t wait to see you again.

Yours truly,
Omar

Model Answer A has appropriate/inappropriate format because

Model Answer B

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming to this presentation today. I'm very happy to tell you about the advantages and
disadvantages of taking a gap year. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXK XXXXXXXXXXXXXK XKXXXXKXXXX XXXXXX XX XXXX

Now if you listen carefully | can tell you that, in general, | believe there are more advantages than disadvantages. Xxx xxxxxx
XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXK XXXKKK XKKKKXX XXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXKK XXXK XXXKKKK XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXKK XXXXKKKK XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKK
XXXXXXXXX XXXX XXXXKK XXXXKXXXXXKX XXXXXXXXKKX.

There are one or two disadvantages, though. Can anyone in the audience today tell me what they might be? Xxxxxxxx XXXXXXXX
),:0.9.0.0,.0.0.0.0.9.0,0,:0.0.0.0.0.00.0.9.0,0.0000008.000000000000089.000000000000000.000000000000008.00000000009.00000008.00000000.00
xxxxxx Now if you have any questions I'm happy to answer them before | leave today.

Thank you so much for your attention. You’ve been a great audience!

Model Answer B has appropriate/inappropriate format because

Student Book 13



Model Answer C

* The first disadvantage is XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.
» Another disadvantage is XXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXX
* However, one advantage is XXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXX

Model Answer C has appropriate/inappropriate format because

Model Answer D

XXXXXXKXX XXXX XXXXXX XXXX XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXKXXK XXXKXXK XXXXXXKX XXXXXXXXKX XXXXXKXXK XXXXXXKXX XXXXKXXX XXXXXXXX
10,0000 0 0.9.0.0.0.0.8 0.9.0.0.0.00.0.9.00,000.09.00,000009.0000000.0.000.0.000000.900000 0000085 0000.000.0.0000000.00.00000.00,000,0.0000 04
XXXXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXXXKXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXX.

Overall, the advantages are XXxXxXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
). 9,0,0.0,0,0.0,0.0,0.0.0,0. 0.0 .9.0.0.0.0.0.0.00,.0.9.0,0.0.00.09.00.0000 09009 .00000000.90000000.00000,0000.0000000 0000000000000 00000000000 004
XXXXXXXXXEXXXKXX XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXK XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXX; however, there were some disadvantages too.

The first disadvantage relates to XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXK XXXXXXKXXX XXXKIXXXKXXXXK XXXXXXXXXXXKKXXX
XXXXXXXXXKXXXKXX XXXXKXXKXK XXXXKXX XXXXKXXK XXXXXXKX XXXXXKXXK XXXXXXKXXK XXXK XXXXXK XXXKXXXXXXXXXXK
XXXXXXXXXXXKXXKX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXKXXXXX XXXXXXXX.

As | have shown, XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXKXXKXXKXK XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX

Model Answer D has appropriate/inappropriate format because

Model Answer E

Advantages and Disadvantages of Taking a Gap Year
Introduction
)0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9 0.0.0.00008.9000000000000000000.900000000000000000000009.000000000000008.909000000000008 0009009090004
XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXX OveraII, the advantages are XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
),0.0.9.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.009.9999990000000000000000000.900000000 00000000000 008 however, there were some disadvantages too.

Advantages and disadvantages of Taking a Gap Year

) 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9 00000008 .9000000000000000008.900000000800000000000009.000000000000008.900000000000008 000900900004
)0.0.9.9.9.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.009.09000000.9000000080000000000.000000000800000000000000000000000000000.000000000000004
XXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXXX

Conclusion
In general, ) 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.9.9.0.090.0.9.9009900009.90.90009000009 0000000008 0900000900000008.9000900000090000089.0000090000090909004
XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX

Model Answer E has appropriate/inappropriate format because

14 IELTS Focus - General Training Writing Task 2




Understanding essay question prompts

There are several question prompts that often appear on IELTS
Task 2 Writing. Make sure you understand each of them and how
you should respond. Ask yourself: how many parts are there in
this question?

If you only write about one part of the question, you will not score above band 5 in Task Response.

A. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

What is a paraphrase of question A?

Student Book 15



B. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

How many parts are there to question B?

C. Do the disadvantages outweigh the advantages?

What is a paraphrase of question C?

D. Do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?

What is a paraphrase of question D?

E. Is this a positive or a negative development?

What is a paraphrase of question E?

F. What are the causes and what can be done about it?

What is a paraphrase of question F?
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In the chart below are four of the most common Task 2 essay types. Match the descriptions 1-4 to the four types of essays. Write

the correct description for each essay type in the correct box below.

Descriptions:

1. Write about the pros and cons, or positive and negative points.
2. Write about the reasons or problems of something and suggest what can be done about it.
3. Write about two completely opposite points of view and give your own opinion.

4. Write about your opinion for or against a statement.

Type of essay

Description

Agree or disagree

Discuss both views

Advantages and disadvantages

Causes and solutions

Answers:
Description 4, 3, 1, 2

Student Book
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Planning your essay

Understanding the instructions

Before you begin writing, spend 3 to 4 minutes planning your essay. In paper-based Writing you can write on the Question Booklet. In
computer-delivered Writing you can use the notes function. Plan to write at least 4 paragraphs: one separate introduction paragraph, 2
or 3 supporting paragraphs and one conclusion paragraph.

Essay Planning Framework

1. How many parts are there in the question that you must answer? Circle key words to help you.
2. Decide on your position (what do you believe about the topic?)

3. Decide on your main ideas & number of paragraphs
(for example, 3 main ideas = 3 supporting paragraphs)

Write the introduction

1. Introduce the topic.

2. State your position clearly.

3. Say what your main ideas are going to be
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Write your supporting paragraphs. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence:

Paragraph 1. Topic sentence:
Support: a.

b.

C.

Paragraph 2. Topic sentence:
Support: a.

b.

C.

Paragraph 3. Topic sentence:
Support: a.

b.

C.

Write the conclusion

1. Summarize the main points of the essay.
2. State again what your position is.

Student Book
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Topic 1: STEM education

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Governments should spend more money on providing STEM* education in schools than on music and art because employers
need more people with a STEM background than music or art.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

*STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

How to Approach the Task

Spend a few minutes planning your essay.
First, circle the key words in the question prompt to help you understand the topic:

Governments | more money | STEM education | music and art | employers need more people

Circle the key words to help you understand the task:

agree or disagree

Decide how many parts there are that you have to write about in your essay. There is one main part:

Governments should/should not spend more money on STEM subjects than on music and art because employers need/do
not need more people with a STEM background.

Notice that you must also address the smaller elements in the prompt as well — whether employers need more people with a STEM
background.

Decide on your position on this topic. Write it below.

Quickly think of reasons and examples to support your main ideas:

Supporting Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: One important reason why governments should/should not spend more money on STEM
subjects in schools than on music and art is...

Support: a.
b.
c.

Supporting Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: Another reason why governments should/should not spend more money on STEM
subjects in schools than on music and art is...

Support: a.
b.
c.

Conclusion paragraph: summarize your main ideas and restate your opinion.
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Topic 2: responsibility for health

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Some people think governments are responsible for people’s health. Others believe it is an individual’'s
responsibility.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to Approach the Task

Spend a few minutes planning your essay.
First, circle the key words in the question prompt to help you understand the topic:

Governments | responsible for people’s health | individuals

Circle the key words to help you understand the task:

Both these views | and

Decide how many parts there are that you have to write about in your essay. There are 3 parts:
1) Some people say governments are responsible for people’s health.

2) Others say individuals are responsible for their own health

3) Your own opinion

Decide on your position on this topic. Write it below.

Quickly think of examples/reasons to support these 3 main ideas:
Supporting Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: Some people say governments are responsible for people’s health.

Support: a.
b.
c.
Supporting Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: Others say individuals are responsible for their own health.

Support: a.
b.
c.
Supporting Paragraph 3 Topic Sentence: State your opinion- are individuals or the government responsible for people’s health?

Support: a.
b.
c.

Conclusion paragraph: summarize the 3 main ideas and restate your opinion.
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Topic 3: family businesses

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Many businesses in the world today are run by family members.

Do the advantages of family-run businesses outweigh the disadvantages?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to Approach the Task

Spend a few minutes planning your essay.
First, circle the key words in the question prompt to help you understand the topic:

Many businesses | run by family members

Circle the key words to help you understand the task:

Advantages | outweigh | disadvantages

Decide how many parts there are that you have to write about in your essay. There are 2 parts:
1) The advantages of family-run businesses and 2) the disadvantages of family-run businesses

Decide on your position on this topic. Are there more advantages or more disadvantages of family-run businesses? Write it below.

Quickly think of examples/reasons to support your main ideas:
Supporting Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: One advantage/disadvantage of family run businesses:
Support: a.

b.

c.
Supporting Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: Another advantage/disadvantage of family run businesses:
Support: a.

b.

c.
(Optional) Supporting Paragraph 3 Topic Sentence: A third advantage/disadvantage of family run businesses:
Support: a.

b.

C.

Conclusion paragraph: summarize the 3 main ideas and restate your opinion.

22 IELTS Focus - General Training Writing Task 2



Topic 4: overseas study

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

An increasing number of young people are traveling overseas to study.

Is this a positive or a negative development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to Approach the Task

Spend a few minutes planning your essay.
First, circle the key words in the question prompt to help you understand the topic:

Increasing number | young people | overseas | study

Circle the key words to help you understand the task:

Positive | or | negative

Decide how many parts there are that you have to write about in your essay. There is one part:
Is traveling overseas for study positive or negative?

Decide on your position on this topic. Write it below.

Quickly think of examples/reasons to support your main ideas:
Supporting Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: One positive/negative development of young people traveling overseas to study is.....
Support: a.

b.

C.
Supporting Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: Another positive/negative development of young people traveling overseas to study is.....
Support: a.

b.

C.

(Optional) Supporting Paragraph 3 Topic Sentence: A third positive/negative development of young people traveling overseas to
study is.....

Support: a.
b.
C.

Conclusion paragraph: summarize the 3 main ideas and restate your opinion.
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Topic 5: traffic congestion

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

In many cities of the world, traffic congestion is a serious problem.

What are the causes and what can be done about it?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to Approach the Task

Spend a few minutes planning your essay.
First, circle the key words in the question prompt to help you understand the topic:

Traffic congestion | serious problem

Circle the key words to help you understand the task:

Causes | and | what can be done

Decide how many parts there are that you have to write about in your essay. There are 2 main parts:
1) What are the causes of traffic congestion in many cities of the world?
2) What are the solutions?

Decide on your position on this topic. Write it below:

Quickly think of reasons and examples to support your main ideas:
Supporting Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: There are several causes of traffic congestion in cities:
Support: a.
b.
c.
Supporting Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: There are a few possible solutions:
Support: a.
b.

C.

Conclusion paragraph: summarize your main ideas and restate your opinion.
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The parts of the essay

The introduction paragraph

Every essay must have a separate introduction paragraph. About 35- 55 words is long enough. The introduction paragraph includes
2 important elements:

The Introduction Paragraph

1. A background statement that paraphrases the question prompt
2. A thesis statement that contains your position and introduces your main ideas

Look again at Essay Planning Topic #4:

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

An increasing number of young people are traveling overseas to study.

Is this a positive or a negative development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.
Write at least 250 words.

First, you need to write a background statement that paraphrases the question prompt. Paraphrase means use different words
to write the same meaning. Think of synonyms or words with similar meaning to help you write a paraphrase:

An increasing number = more and more
Young people =young adults
Traveling overseas = going abroad/going to different countries

Background statement: More and more young adults are going abroad to study.
Then, write a thesis statement that includes your position. You should say what you believe about the question prompt and

introduce your main ideas.
Here is the introduction:

More and more young adults are going abroad to study. In my opinion, this is a positive development because they learn about
new cultures, become more independent, and bring new ideas back to their home country.
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The supporting paragraphs

How many supporting paragraphs should you write? It depends
on how many parts there are to the question prompt. Usually you
will only need to write two or three supporting paragraphs but it is
important to provide explanation and examples to support each
main idea.

Supporting Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence
2. Explanation

3. Example

Every paragraph must have one main idea expressed in a Topic Sentence. All the other sentences in the paragraph should
explain, and give reasons or examples about this one main idea.

Let’s look again at Essay Planning Topic #4.

Topic Sentence: One positive development of young people traveling overseas to study is that they learn about new
cultures.

Explanation: They not only learn about what other people eat and how they dress, but after a few years of living overseas,
they also start to understand how people in other countries think and behave in both social and professional situations.

Example: For example, my cousin traveled to Houston in the USA in 2013. He registered as an undergraduate student at
the University of Houston-Clear Lake and majored in international business. Through interacting with American and
international students in the classroom and during his internship at Texas Instruments, he acquired valuable communication
and intercultural skills. When my cousin returned to Saudi Arabia with his B.A., he discovered that many companies in
Riyadh valued his overseas experience, which enabled him to get a good job with a global company.

Two or three good supporting paragraphs like this is all you need.
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The conclusion paragraph

You must always finish your essay with a brief conclusion
paragraph. Begin with a linking phrase:

In conclusion, To sum up,

To conclude, In short,

Then look back at the thesis statement that you wrote in your introduction paragraph. The thesis statement expressed your opinion
about the topic and introduced your main ideas:

More and more young adults are going abroad to study. In my opinion, this is a positive development because they learn about new
cultures, become more independent, and bring new ideas back to their home country.

Paraphrase your thesis statement. Make sure you clearly express your opinion about the topic and briefly summarize your main
ideas. This is your conclusion paragraph. Do not introduce any new ideas in the conclusion.

In conclusion, increasingly these days, students are seeking education in different countries. As | have discussed, this is
beneficial because they become familiar with different cultures, gain in independence, and bring a fresh perspective on their
return home.

Finally, check that you have written enough. Count the number of lines. If you average 10 words per line, you should have written at
least 25-27 lines. You may want to add a sentence or two to the conclusion if you think you have not written enough. You can add a
recommendation or a prediction:

Recommendation: In this globalized world, it is recommended that students continue getting an education overseas if they
possibly can.

OR

Prediction: It is predicted that the number of students going overseas to study will continue to increase in the future.
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Coherence and Cohesion

Understanding paragraphing

It is very important to write in paragraphs in your Task 2 essay. At first glance, your essay must have the right shape and look.

To get above band 5 in Coherence and Cohesion you must write in paragraphs.

Look at the Task 2 essay below. Notice how the writer makes it very clear where each paragraph begins and ends by leaving a blank
line between every paragraph. It is also a good idea to indent every new paragraph. Indent means “leaving a space” at the beginning
of each paragraph.

XXXXXXKXX XXXX XXXKXX XXXX XXXKXX XXXXKXXKXXKXXKK XXKXXKX XXXXXKXX XXXXK XXXKXXXKXXK XXXKXXXKXX XXXXXXXXX
1 0.0.0.0.0.0.9.9.0.9.0.0.0.0.9 0.0.00.0.9.09.00009 090000009000 0008 0000000000000 0008 0.00000.00.0000.00.000.0.000000.0.0000 0004
XXXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXX XXXX XXX XXXXK XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXK XXXXXX.

Overall, the advantages are XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XHXXXXXXXXXXXXXK KXXXXXXXXXXXXXK XXKXXXXXXK XXXXKXKK XXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXXX XHKXXKKXK XXXXXXXXK XXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXKXXXXX XXKKXKKXXXXXKXX XXXXKKXXKKXXXKK XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXX; however,
there were some disadvantages too.

The first disadvantage relates to XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXKKX
XHXXXXXXXXXXXXXK XXXXXXXXXXXXXXK KXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXK XXXXXXXK XHXXKXKXK XXXXXXXKK XXXXXXXXXK XXXX XXXXXX
XHXXXXXXXXXXXXK KXXXXXXXXXXXXKK XXXXXXXXXXXXXXK XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX.

As | have shown, XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXKXXK XXXXXXXXXXXXKXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX

Every paragraph should focus on one main idea. Begin with a topic sentence. Support it with explanation and examples. All the
sentences in the paragraph should relate to the topic sentence.

Paragraph

Topic Sentence
Explanation
Example
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Using linking words

Present your ideas in a logical order. Use linking words
between your paragraphs to make it easy for the reader to
follow your ideas:

One reason for ....is....
Another reason for this is because...
The most important reason of all, however, relates to .....

To conclude,....

Use a range of linking words, cohesive devices and referencing within your paragraphs to clearly show the relationship between your
ideas. Focus on using a variety of different cohesive devices, but only use them when it is logical and when it helps to make the
relationships between your ideas clear.

Don’t use too many cohesive devices! Band 5 in Coherence and Cohesion says:

» Makes inadequate, inaccurate or over-use of cohesive devices
» May be repetitive because of a lack of referencing and substitution.
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Make sure you use a variety of linking words from the list below to help you get a high score in Coherence and Cohesion.

Listing and Sequencing Giving your Opinion Giving Examples
first, | believe one example is...
second, | think to illustrate,
third, in my opinion, for example,
fourth, As for me, for instance,
last, to my way of thinking, namely
last but not least, in my view, such as
finally, | agree that/with... like
| disagree that/with...
Adding information Emphasizing Result
and particularly as a result
in addition specifically therefore
additionally especially thus
furthermore obviously SO
moreover without doubt for this reason
also clearly consequently
as well of course
not only...but also... it goes without saying that
Contrast Reason or Cause Conclusion
however because in conclusion
but because of to conclude
nevertheless since to sum up
although due to
even though as
in spite of owing to
despite
on the other hand
whereas
in contrast
alternatively
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Read the sentences below and decide what relationship is expressed by the linking word. Write the number of each sentence in the
column below. The first one has been done for you.

-

. Agricultural pesticides continue to be used despite contaminating the environment.

. Public transport is beneficial for our environment but sometimes it is not dependable.

. Solar energy is not common in many countries although the technology already exists.

. Global warming is threatening the forests and, in addition, it is harming wildlife.

. Some people dislike windmills because they are noisy and look ugly.

. Hybrid cars are significantly cheaper to run than regular cars.

. Fossil fuels create carbon monoxide whereas hydrogen combustion produces only water.

. In some cities people wear face masks since they do not want to breathe in smoggy air.

© 0 N o o A w N

. Severe droughts are becoming more common because of the lack of rainfall.

Relationship Word/ Phrase Example Sentences

Comparison A is faster than B. 1.
and
contrast A is more expensive than B.

C is the fastest/the most expensive.
C is significantly faster than B.

C is fast whereas A is slow.

A is quite small. On the other hand, C is very large.

The main difference between A and C is that A is fast
whereas C is slow.

Ais cheap. Alternatively, B is quite expensive.

Cause and effect Overeating is the cause of obesity.

Overeating causes /leads to / results in obesity.
Obesity is caused by / is the result of overeating.
Obesity occurs because of overeating.

Obesity occurs because /since people overeat.

As a result of overeating, obesity occurs.
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Relationship

Word/ Phrase

Example Sentences

Additional information

Ais large and expensive.
Ais large. A is also expensive.

Not only is A large but it is also expensive.

As well as / In addition to being large, A is expensive.

Ais large. In addition, A is expensive.

Contrast

Homework is boring, but / yet it is important.
Although homework is boring, it is important.

Despite / In spite of homework being boring, it is
important.

Homework is boring. However, it is important.
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Lexical Resource

Creating a personal dictionary

To get a good score on Lexical Resource you must use a range of vocabulary that is related to the topic of your essay. Some of the
best ways to improve your vocabulary are:

1. Read and listen to authentic English at least 20 minutes a day. Read current events magazines and articles on topics, such as:

Technology Health Education
The environment Globalization Transportation
Crime and justice International development Traditions and culture

2. Try to guess the meaning of new words from the context of what you read or hear.

3. Write down new vocabulary words in a notebook or record them on an app on your phone.
Loolkat-the-entry-below-fo-the-wore-totrism

4. Review these new words again and again using tools like Memrise or Quizlet.

5.Practice using these new words when you speak and write.

Look at the entry below for the word tourism.

What information to record Example

The new word lourcsm

Part of speech (noun, verb, adjective) nun

Definition Do activity o, ﬁm@ lea

@ij Vs

/u/ & the
/

/mﬂa /e mz‘a o i, restawrants

and /z&/ﬁ[u//m¢ /(%X

Whe dre z’//[l/e

Synonym - word with the same meaning j&?ﬁfy

Antonym - a word with the opposite meaning 91‘11/:7 /If /im‘ L‘//{M{/

An example sentence Towrism is a A{}ﬂ;;y Aﬁ"l,‘/[&\l\" e many
74 B

-
/4&%& Ve a?

Collocations //wam[fz'wzﬂ/ lourcsm
p{[&@& lourasm
Muass towrism ete
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Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Simple and complex structures

To improve your score in grammar, you need to write as accurately as you can. However, you must also use a variety of simple and
complex structures.

When you finish writing, check your sentences and correct your mistakes.
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Look at the following examples of complex structures. In your writing, try to use as many different sentence types as you can.

If
If children grow up in poorer families, they can solve problems better.

When
When children do part-time work, they learn valuable skills for the future.

....because....
They know how to face adult problems because they have seen their parents handle them.

Although....
Although he grew up in a poor family, he considered himself to be rich in other ways.

...who...
Children who grow up in wealthy families are not always happy.

...which/that...
Tourism has other advantages, which have a positive influence on a city.
Tourism has advantages that can positively impact a city.
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Combine the sentences below to create complex sentences. Use the word who/which/that.

1. Foreign correspondents are journalists. They report on the news from different parts of the world.

2. A graphic designer is a skilled artist. A graphic designer creates the graphics for printed and electronic media.

3. A stuntman or stuntwoman performs actions in a film. The actions are too dangerous for regular actors to do.

4. Photo editors choose the best photographs. They tell photographers what news stories to cover.

5. A cinematographer is a cameraman. He or she operates the main camera while shooting a film.

Exercise B

Fill in the gaps in the sentences below.

1. I'm going to the bank | need some money.

2. she finishes her homework soon, she will fail the class.

3. David bought a new shirt he had received one as a gift last week.

4. Mariam thinks she will be in trouble she doesn’t complete the project on time.
5. We went to the beach it was raining.
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Exercise C

Use subordinating conjunctions (though, if, when, because) to combine the 2 sentences into one complex sentence. There is more
than one possible answer.

1. Hamed plays golf really well. He is very young.

N

. I really enjoyed the concert. The music was too loud.

3. I'm writing a letter. You will find it tomorrow.

N

. Sally needs to learn English. | will teach her.

5. Robert didn’t have a lot of money. He bought the Ferrari.

6. Elizabeth has an important presentation next week. She has been working extremely long hours this week.

7. 1 get home from work. | go straight to the gym.

8. Susan and Mark had breakfast. They left for work.

9. He was late for work. He took a taxi.

10. The bill came. He offered to pay for dinner.
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Applying the Essay Planning Framework

Read the Task 2 essay prompt below.

General Training Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Many serial dramas on TV (e.g. ‘soap operas’ or ‘soaps’) play an important social role.

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide page 63

You are going to plan and write this essay with a partner. First, discuss with your partner whether you agree or disagree that serial
dramas play an important role in society.

« If you agree, you are in Group A. If you disagree, you are in Group B.

* In your group, discuss and take notes in the box on the next page. Write at least 2-3 main ideas to support your point of view.
* In your group, use the Essay Planning Framework to help you plan your essay together.

* Then, write your Task 2 response on the Writing Answer Sheet.

* When you finish, use the Writing Task 2 Checklist at the back of the book.
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Discuss the Task 2 essay below with
your teacher.

Sample response

Task 2 Serial Dramas - Response B

Mm.mfw?_nm_mﬂ_m
o eowam g smeaciod \i'{l-'nn-c'l- hlidrm ;hmwﬂﬂ'm:amn?_

qw.u&!! 3 Wone

L. !xmaﬁ.rmﬁjﬂ_%nﬂﬁ_m_m_ ﬂ'hﬁ_“nﬁ_ﬂ S

Arsrecs e Meow® o Sccoh ode Mol el vee ol esses  Soees

Sourced from IELTS Scores Guide page 65.

Band 7.5

This is a thoughtful and considered
response that addresses all parts of
the task.

Ideas are developed and supported,
although some could be more clearly
focused on the social role of serial dramas.
Nevertheless, the approach is germane

to the issue under discussion and the
conclusions drawn are clear and relevant.
The answer flows well and the progression
of the argument is logical throughout.There
are lapses in paragraph development and
occasional awkwardness in referencing that
limit the rating. Cohesion is otherwise
handled well.

The test taker uses a wide range of
vocabulary and skilfully incorporates less
common words and phrases. There are
only occasional errors in word choice and
spelling errors are rare.

Overall, grammar is well controlled and a
range of sentence types is used with
confidence. Afew errors in articles,
agreement and verb phrases occur but
these are non-systemic and do not reduce
comprehension.

The range of lexis and structures raises
this response above Band 7, but the
overall performance is not sufficient to
reach Band 8.
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Applying the Essay Planning Framework

Read the Task 2 essay prompt below.

General Training Task 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.
Write about the following topic:

Shopping is becoming more and more popular as a leisure activity. However, some people feel that this has both
positive and negative effects.

Why is shopping so popular?
What effects does its increase in popularity have on individuals and on society?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide page 66

You are going to plan and write this essay with a partner. First, underline the key words in the question prompt to help you identify how
many parts there are to this question. Then, share your ideas with the class:

* Why is shopping so popular?
* How does the increasing popularity of shopping affect individuals?
* How does the increasing popularity of shopping affect society?

Then, work with a partner. Use the Essay Planning Framework to help you plan your essay together.

Take notes in the box on the next page, and then write your Task 2 response on the Writing Answer Sheet.
When you finish, use the Writing Task 2 Checklist at the back of the book.
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Sample response

Task 2 Shopping Response C

_ Shepping s very populor among ihe majority
ot dre  population  despite their age or social stardards,
Tris is due 4o dhe fock dhad wost peopl find shopping
ob af erperiency whidh makes o Adifference 0 dhelr day
fo_day lifg Seme reople  find fhemselves i o different
werld | sfounded by yoriows material Ahngs whidh thay
way of may rob be able 'O puwthaiC. Eyen 'F dhay ave nof
oble to firane Jhese  Jhey Fird much pleasure in looking
ard feeling lhese thing: ord imagicing cwning Jham fomg
doy . Some people go shopping when thay yeally want 4o
purchase Arras and  they prefer do ook oround cure)
torpore dhe pricnh  before _@_ﬁl‘?ﬂ.ﬂﬂéﬂ.-.;_m mogk
people \owe to qo shopping berause then ihey coutd rreet
friends | mare Coftacks wilh pecple , get to kfow wrak
15 0 she lovest dvend, T+ providen dhern G pleasant
disteachitn  frove hewr voouMre  ang somedimes  dull  life
. The most 'mporiant effect shoppirg has on an
‘mdividual s Yhar % pourished dhe el —ectegm An
ndividual may find tha  Sociol - conract  megt th‘h_.'.ng.
and 4hig makes people corne ou! of Jheir shels and
ke more extroyerk  Purchasing somelhing | as well as
knowing dbad  you W€ Firarcially ably te  penchase

something  oive  more el confidens to pecplo

— Tne ‘ntrease in popularity 4o go shoppire
hon wony effects on e Sodely, Feople may be encouraged
bo 9o it rew  businesien and b woill improve dbg
eoromy . Woie  job opporiunitien will he cyeoted dor
people 0 dhese businecsen Encouvaged by dhe increase
of popularity manufachrers @il try 4o mprove heir
products , So dhok Ahe tonsumers con howe a widse Yange
of preducty ot competidive prices. The overall gualiy
Of Aha product o5 wetl an tha  servicen provided by
the sales staf il be ‘mpoved. B
o _MWere ob oppartunities @il be cveared n
odvertisitng of the morafoldurers 4ty to sell dheir  prodart
Rmmtedgp of kg prodetd
so Jhatr dbey @il et ke misleaded by mierier qmﬂit-j

.prodnc.‘rg

T find  shopping an  inreresting  and pleosurabk
=il S
efperi€nce _as toch Jear patges by | simply berauce
W oerviches my neost ard  raind.
=

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide page 69.

All parts of the task are sufficiently and
appropriately addressed. A clear position

is presented and supported and ideas are
relevant and well developed. Some further
extension in supporting points, such as
some mention of negative effects, however
brief, could be added to raise this to the
highest band for Task Response.

There is a clear progression throughout
the response and a wide range of cohesive
devices is used with flexibility, although
there is rare error too. However, the
personal comment in the final paragraph
is a sudden topic shift after the general
exploration of the issues. This is a slight
lapse in the development and clear
progression of the response, and prevents
it from reaching the highest band for
coherence and cohesion.

A wide range of vocabulary is used with
flexibility and precision. The occasional
minor error, such as the omission of
dependent prepositions, is evident but
not systematic.

Similarly, minor errors or omissions occur in
structures, but these do not detract from the
wide range flexibly and accurately used
generally, and the majority of structures are
error-free.

This is a clear example of a Band 8
performance.
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General Training Task 2 assessment

Write your answer on the Writing Answer Booklet.

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some young people like to take a gap year* before going on to university. Others prefer to begin their universi-
ty studies immediately after finishing secondary school.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of taking a gap year?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

*Taking a gap year means taking a year off between high school and university to travel or work.
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Writing Task 2 Checklist

A. Introduction

1. Are the topic and your position clear?

2. Did you paraphrase (not copy) the question prompt?
3. Did you state what main ideas you will discuss?

. Main body

. Does each paragraph have a main idea sentence?

. Does each paragraph discuss one single topic?

. Does each paragraph explain/give examples about the one main idea of that paragraph?
. Did you answer all parts of the question prompt?

. Did you organize your essay in clear paragraphs?

. Did you use cohesive devices to organize your ideas?

OO hA WN =

C. Conclusion
1. Did you summarize the main points of the essay?
2. Did you state your position again clearly?

Revise and edit:

Correct any mistakes in grammar, punctuation and spelling.
Count the number of lines:

10 words per line x 25-27 lines = 250-270 words
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Error correction codes

Task Achievement / Task Response

Ir Irrelevance
? Unclear

Coherence and Cohesion
I Start a new paragraph
R Reference error - | wrote a letter to him after | came to this country. They were happy to receive them.

Lexical Resource
Sp Spelling error - | wrote a letter to him after | came to this contry.
WF Wrong form - | wrote a letter to himself after | came to this country.
WwW Wrong word - | wrote a letter to him after | came in this country.
Grammatical Range and Accuracy
/ Start a new sentence
A A word is missing - | wrote a letter to him after came to this country.
X Extra word - | wrote a letter to him after | came in to this country.
Gr Unspecified grammar error
Ar Error with articles (a, an, the) - | wrote letter to him after | came to this country.
P Punctuation error - | wrote a letter to him, after | came to this country.
WO Wrong word order - To him | wrote a letter after | came to this country.
T Wrong tense - | write a letter to him after | came to this country.
SV Error with subject-verb agreement - | writes a letter to him after | came to this country.
() Not necessary
WN Wrong number - singular or plural - | write a letters.
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Tips for Writing Task 2

Task 2

Write an essay, at least 250 words

* Think about the question and decide on your position

* How many parts must you answer?

» Write in essay format: no bullet points, headings, or notes

» Write an introduction, support paragraphs, and conclusion

* Indent at the beginning of every paragraph

* Leave a blank line between paragraphs

» Write a main idea sentence at the beginning of every paragraph

*» Use a variety of different sentence types and a range of vocabulary
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Our official IDP IELTS Preparation Tools
are designed to help you achieve
the score you need.

Type Features Experience/ Indicative Personalised Expert New Paid/free
English level band feedback tips to practice
score improve questions
IELTS Progress Check
Practice e The only official online practice test e Paid
test developed by IELTS
¢ |ndicative band scores for every test
section and an overall band score Marked Allassessment  Marker’s
e Marked by official [ELTS markers by official critfeyia for comments
e Suitable for both computer-delivered :ELLS . \éVntlnEi:]
and paper-based IELTS arkers peaxing
e Personalised feedback in all assessment
criteria for Writing and Speaking
IELTS Master
Online * The IELTS online preparation is Free
course developed by Macquarie University e ° ° ° (one skill)
in Australia when you
o Exclusive preparation tool for book a test
IDP test takers with IDP.
. . Upgrade to
e 20-25 hours of online study time full course

at 50% off

IELTS Masterclass

Seminar * A 90-minute class for test takers aiming Free
(in person for a band score of 6 or above o Q ° ° °
&webinar) 4 |ELTS assessment criteria explained
e Insights into common IELTS mistakes
and how to avoid them
e |ELTS approved handouts, which include
test questions and sample answers
* Time to ask questions in a fun and
supportive environment
IELTS Advantage
Webinar * A 40-minute webinar Free

Everything you want to know about
IELTS but were afraid to ask

What to expect on the test day
How your skills are assessed

FAQs about Listening, Reading,
Writing and Speaking tests

m New
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Q Pre-intermediate

o Intermediate o Advanced

O Alllevels
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Answers

Page 12 Instructions, format and essay question prompts. Understanding the instructions

Review the Writing Task 2 instructions and get students to discuss questions 1-4 in pairs. Then, check their answers:

1. Why should you spend about 40 minutes on Task 27

You should divide your time according to the weighting of the marks: 1/3 of the writing mark is based on Task 1 and 2/3
of the writing mark is based on Task 2. Therefore, spend 20 minutes on Task 1 and 40 minutes on Task 2. You can write
the 2 Tasks in either order, but keep the time allocation.

2. What cohesive devices can you use to give reasons? Write some examples below.
One reason is...| Another reason for... is ....| ...because.... | As a result of....

3. The instructions tell you to include relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. Does this mean you can use the
pronoun ‘I' to write about your own experience? Yes, it is perfectly acceptable to use the pronoun ‘I’ in your Task 2 essay.
4. What cohesive devices can you use to give examples? Write some examples below.

For example, | For instance, | To illustrate, | such as | namely | like

Pages 13-14 Understanding appropriate format

Model Answer A: inappropriate format because this is a letter not an essay. This would lose marks in Task Response.
Model Answer B: inappropriate format because this is a speech or presentation to an audience. This would lose marks in
Task Response.

Model Answer C: inappropriate format because this includes bullet points. This would lose marks in Task Response.
Model Answer D: appropriate format because this is an essay.

Model Answer E: inappropriate format because this is a report with a title, and subtitles/subheadings. This would lose
marks in Task Response.

Pages 15-16 Understanding essay question prompts

A. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

What is a paraphrase of question A: Do you agree or disagree?

What are 3 ways you could answer this? 100% agree with the statement. | 100% disagree with the statement. | Partly agree
and partly disagree.

B. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

How many parts are there to question B? 3 (both views and your own opinion).

C. Do the disadvantages outweigh the advantages?

What is a paraphrase of question C? Are there more disadvantages than advantages?
D. Do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages?

What is a paraphrase of question D? Are there more advantages than disadvantages?
E. Is this a positive or a negative development?

What is a paraphrase of question E? Is this good or bad?

F. What are the causes and what can be done about it?

What is a paraphrase of question F? What are the reasons for this and what are the solutions?
How many parts are there to this question? 2 (causes and solutions)
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Answers

Pages 31-32 Exercise A
Word/ Phrase Example Sentences

Comparison and A is faster than B. 6. Hybrid cars are significantly cheaper

contrast ) ) to run than regular cars.
A is more expensive than B.

C is the fastest/the most expensive.

C is significantly faster than B.

C is fast whereas A is slow.

A is quite small. On the other hand, C is very large.

The main difference between A and C is that A is fast
whereas C is slow.

A is cheap. Alternatively, B is quite expensive.

Cause and effect Overeating is the cause of obesity. 5. Some people dislike windmills because

Overeating causes /leads to / results in obesity. they are naiay and lock ugly.

Obesity is caused by / is the result of overeating. 8. In some cities people wear face masks
Obesity occurs because of overeating. since they do not want to breathe in
. . smoggy air.
Obesity occurs because / since people overeat.
As a result of overeating, obesity occurs. 9. Severe droughts are becoming more

common because of the lack of rainfall.

Additional A is large and expensive. 4. Global warming is threatening the
information . . . forests and, in addition, it is harming
Ais large. A is also expensive. wildlife
Not only is A large but it is also expensive.
As well as / In addition to being large, A is expensive.
Ais large. In addition, A is expensive.
Contrast Homework is boring, but / yet it is important. 1. Agricultural pesticides continue to be

used despite contaminating the

Although homework is boring, it is important. environment.

Despite / In spite of homework being boring, it is 2. Public transport is beneficial for our
important. environment but sometimes it is not
Homework is boring. However, it is important. dependable.

3. Solar energy is not commaon in many
countries although the technology
already exists.

7. Fossil fuels create carbon monoxide
whereas hydrogen combustion
produces only water.

Page 36 Exercise A

Exercise A

Combine the sentences below to create complex sentences. Use the word who/which/that.

lis

1. Foreign cor P ts are jour They report on the news from different parts of the world.
Foreign correspondents are journalists who report on the news from different parts of the world.

2. A graphic designer is a skilled artist. A graphic designer creates the graphics for printed and electrenic media.
A graphic designer is a skilled artist who creates the graphics for printed and electronic media.

3. As or performs acti in a film. The acti are too d ous for regular actors to do.
A stuntman or stuntwoman performs actions in a film which/that are too dangerous for regular actors to do.

4. Photo editors ch the best photographs. They tell photographers what news stories to cover.
Photo editors, who choose the best photographs, tell photographers what news stories to cover.

5. Aci tographeris a nan. He or she op the main while
A cinematographer is a cameraman whe operates the main camera while shooting a film.

g a film.

IELTS Focus - Academic Writing Task 2



Answers

Page 36 Exercise B

1.
2.
3.

because
Unless
even though/although/despite the fact that/in spite of the fact that

Page 36 Exercise C

1. Hamed plays golf really well. He is very young.

Hamed plays golf really well even though/although he is very young.
Hamed plays golf really well despite/in spite of his young age.

2. |l really enjoyed the concert. The music was too loud.

| really enjoyed the concert even though/although the music was too loud.
| really enjoyed the concert despite/in spite of the loud music.

3. I'm writing a letter. You will find it tomorrow.

I'm writing a letter which/that_you will find tomorrow.

4. Sally needs to learn English. | will teach her.

Sally needs to learn English, which | will teach her.

5. Robert didn’t have a lot of money. He bought the Ferrari.

Robert bought the Ferrari even though/although he didn't have a lot of money.
Even though/Although Robert didn’t have a lot of money, he bought the Ferrari.
Robert bought the Ferrari despite/in spite of not having a lot of money.

6. Elizabeth has an important presentation next week. She has been working extremely long hours this week.

Because Elizabeth has an important presentation next week, she has been working extremely long hours this week.
Elizabeth has an important presentation next week, which is why she has been working extremely long hours this week.

7.1 get home from work. | go straight to the gym.

When/As soon as/Once | get home from work, | go straight to the gym.
| go straight to the gym when/as soon as/once | get home from work.
Right after getting home from work, | go to the gym.

8. Susan and Mark had breakfast. They left for work.

Susan and Mark had breakfast and then they left for work.
Susan and Mark left for work when/as soon as/once they had had breakfast.

9. He was late for work. He took a taxi.

He was late for work, so he took a taxi.

Because he was late for work, he took a taxi.

He took a taxi on account of being late for work.
10. The bill came. He offered to pay for dinner.

When the bill came, he offered to pay for dinner.
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