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Computer or paper: Your IELTS, your choice
trusted English language test.

  * Please check with your local test centre for the available computer-delivered IELTS sessions.
** In the computer-delivered Listening test, the timings are slightly different from the paper-based test. This is because the  paper-based test
    requires users to transfer answers to an answer sheet. This step becomes redundant when answering directly on a computer.

• Before the start of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to read the questions.
• After the end of each part of the Listening test you will have some time to review your answers.
• At the end of the Listening test, you will have 2 minutes to check your answers.

The timing of the Listening test is between 30 - 34 minutes.

3-5 days 

Up to 7 days a week

IELTS Focus General Training Reading2
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Which IELTS is best for you?
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Pre-course Reading assessment: Reading Assist

IELTS Focus General Training Reading

Your teacher will arrange for you to complete IDP’s Reading Assist. You will complete a Reading Test which is very similar to the 
real IELTS Reading Test. You will receive your personalized feedback report within 3 business days. Discuss this report with 
your teacher so that you clearly understand your strengths and ways to improve your reading skills in relation to the IELTS 
Reading Test.

If you're a self study student preparing for IELTS, we recommend checking out the free IELTS Reading sample tests.



Quiz: How much do you know about
the IELTS Reading Test?
Before you start the quiz, first tell us how you rate your reading skills.

How do you rate your reading skills on a scale of 1-10? (10 = highest; 1 = lowest)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1. How long are the Academic and GT Reading Tests?
    a. 30 minutes
    b. 40 minutes
    c. 60 minutes

2. How many sections are there on the Academic and GT Reading Tests?
    a. 3
    b. 4
    c. 6

3. How many questions are there in total on the Academic and GT Reading Tests?
    a. 20
    b. 30
    c. 40

4. What is the total number of words on the Academic and GT Reading Tests?
    a. 1,550-2,000 words
    b. 2,150-2,750 words
    c. 2,800-3,000 words

5. On the Academic Reading Test where do the reading texts come from?
    a. Books and journals
    b. Magazines and newspapers
    c. Both of the above

6. On the Academic Reading Test, texts:
    a. Have been written for a non-specialist audience
    b. Are on academic topics of general interest
    c. Are appropriate for test takers entering undergraduate or postgraduate courses or seeking professional registration
    d. All of the above

7. On the GT Reading Test where do the reading texts come from?
    a. Notices and advertisements
    b. Company handbooks and official documents
    c. Books, magazines and newspapers
    d. All of the above

8. On the GT Reading Test, texts are about:
    a. everyday life in an English-speaking country
    b. work
    c. a topic of general interest
    d. all of the above

5Student Book
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9. In paper-based IELTS where should you write your answers?
    a. On the question booklet only
    b. On the Answer Sheet
    c. In the margins of the question booklet

10. In paper-based IELTS do you have 10 minutes at the end of the Reading Test to transfer your answers to the Answer Sheet?
    a. Yes                  b. No

11. Will you lose marks for spelling or grammar errors?
    a.   Yes     b. No

12. How many different types of questions are there on the Academic and GT Reading Tests?
    a. 1-5  b. 6-8  c. 9-12

13. How many marks are there for each question?
    a. ½  b. 1  c. 2

14.  If you don’t know an answer, is it better to leave the question blank or make a guess?
    a. Leave the question blank  b. make a guess

15.  Is it possible to get half a band score on the Academic and GT Reading Tests, such as 6.5?
    a. Yes  b. No

IELTS Focus General Training Reading

Answers:
1. (c), 2. (a), 3. (c), 4. (b), 5. (c), 6.(d), 7. (d), 8. (d), 9 (b), 10. (b), 11. (a), 12. (c), 13. (a), 14. (b), 15. (a)



Overview of the IELTS General Training Reading Test
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• 60 minutes
• 3 sections
• Total text length = 2,150-2,750 words
• 40 questions.

The General Training Reading test contains five or six texts. Texts are authentic and are taken from notices, advertisements, 
company handbooks, official documents, books, magazines and newspapers.

Section 1- everyday life
Section 1 contains two or three short factual texts, one of which may be 6-8 short texts related by topic, e.g. hotel advertisements. 
Topics are relevant to everyday life in an English–speaking country.

Section 2- work-related issues
Section 2 contains two short factual texts focusing on work–related issues (e.g. applying for jobs, company
policies, pay and conditions, workplace facilities, staff development and training).

Section 3 - general interest
Section 3 contains one longer, more complex text on a topic of general interest.

Adapted from the IELTS Scores Guide page 26.
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How IELTS Reading is scored

Academic Reading Test

Raw score out of 40

15

23

30

35

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 25, 35 and 36

Academic Reading band score

5

6

7

8

1-4 Up to Band 5

5-9 Between Bands 5 and 7

10-13 or 14 Above Band 7

Raw score out of 40

15

23

30

34

GT Band score

4

5

6

7

Number of questions answered correctly on a typical
Academic Reading section (out of 13 or 14)

Band score

1-3 Up to band 4

4-8 Between bands 4 and 6

9-13 or 14 Above band 6

Number of questions answered correctly on a typical
Academic Reading section (out of 13 or 14)

Band score

General Training Reading Test

IELTS Focus General Training Reading

One mark is awarded for each correct answer on the 40-question test. A conversion table is produced for each IELTS Reading 
Test, which translates raw scores out of 40 into the IELTS 9-band scale. Scores can be a whole or half band. Below are the 
approximate score conversions. These numbers may be slightly different for each test.
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Following instructions

Instructions, question types and answer form

To get the best score you can on the IELTS Reading Test, you must be able to follow the instructions carefully. How well can you 
follow instructions when you read? Take the quiz below. Write your answers on the Answer Sheet on the next page. You have 2 
minutes!

1.  Read all the instructions from 1-15 before starting this test.

2.  Write all your answers in the boxes on the next page.

3.  Write your full name in Box B.

4.  In Box J, write the name of your institute/ work.

5.  Calculate  60:40=….  Now write the answer in Box E.

6.  Draw 3 pencils of different sizes in Box A.

7.  Shade in Box I with diagonal lines.

8.  Write the name of a friend in Box D.

9.  Check to see how many seconds you have taken so far.

10. In Box C, write the word ‘exam’ twice.

11. Draw a circle around one of those words.

12. Do not write anything in Box F or G.

13. In Box H, write “I can follow directions”.

14. Stand up and sit down again when you have done all of these things. 

15. Do only instructions 1, 2 and 3.



Answer sheet
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A

C

E

G

I

B

D

F

G

J

What did you learn from this activity?

IELTS Focus General Training Reading



Reading question types
There are different types of questions on the Reading Test. It is 
important to practice all of these different types. 
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Types of questions on the Reading Test

• Multiple choice

• Identifying information (True/False/Not Given)

• Identifying writer’s views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given)

• Matching information

• Matching headings

• Matching features

• Matching sentence endings

• Sentence completion

• Summary/note/table/flow-chart completion

• Diagram label completion

• Short-answer questions 
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Understanding correct answer form 
An important part of following the instructions is paying attention 
to the form that your answers must take. 

Pay attention to word limit questions!

Write no more than THREE words and/or a number.

Write no more than TWO words and/or a number.

Write no more than ONE word and/or a number.

If you write more than the maximum number of words,
you will lose a mark even if the information is correct.

Tip!

IELTS Focus General Training Reading
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What skills are
assessed?

Examples of
correct form

Instructions Question type

Detailed understanding of 
specific points 

Overall understanding of 
main points

A
B
C

Choose the correct letter, A, 
B or C.

 
 

Multiple Choice
(questions are in the same 
order as the information in 

the text).

Understanding of specific 
points

 

True
False

Not Given

 
 

 

Do the following statements 
agree with the information? 
Choose True, False or Not 

Given

Identifying information

Recognizing opinions or 
ideas

 

Yes
No

Not Given

 
 

 

Do the following statements 
agree with the views/claims 
of the writer? Write Yes, No 

or Not Given.

Identifying writer’s views and 
claims

Recognizing main ideas in 
paragraphs or sections

Distinguishing main ideas 
from supporting ideas

 
 

 

i
ii
iii
iv
v

Match the headings (i, ii, iii, 
iv, v) to the paragraphs 

(A, B, C)
Write the correct number, 

i-v).

Matching headings

Scanning for specific 
information

 

A
B
C
D

Write the letter of the correct 
paragraph or section.

Matching information
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Skimming

Recognizing relationships 
and connections between 

facts, opinions and theories

  

Scanning

 
 

A
B
C

Match the statements (1, 2, 
3, 4) to the features (A, B, 
C). Write the correct letter.

Matching features

Understanding main ideas

 

A
B
C

Choose the best way to 
complete each sentence. 

Write the correct letter of the 
sentence ending.

Matching sentence endings
(questions are in the same 
order as the information in 

the text)

Locating details and specific 
information

 

25 years

Specific illnesses 

working from home

3 forms of identification

Complete the sentences in a 
given number of words e.g. 

Write NO MORE THAN 
THREE WORDS AND/OR A 

NUMBER

Sentence completion
(questions are in the same 
order as the information in 

the text)

Understanding details or 
main ideas

For summary or notes 
completion:

What type of word fits in the 
gap?

(noun, verb, adjective etc.)

 

 
 

 

A
B
C

express trains

number 10 bus
 

Select words from a list of 
answers. Write the correct 

letter A, B,C, 
OR

Select words from the text. 
e.g. Write NO MORE THAN 
TWO WORDS AND/OR A 

NUMBER

Summary, note, table, 
flow-chart completion

(answers may or may not be 
in the same order as in the 
text but usually come from 

only one section)

What skills are
assessed?

Examples of
correct form

Instructions Question type

IELTS Focus General Training Reading
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Understanding detailed 
information and relating it to 

a diagram

5 solar panels

the back panel

Read a description and label 
a diagram e.g. write NO 
MORE THAN THREE 
WORDS AND/OR A 

NUMBER

Diagram label completion
(answers may or may not be 
in the same order as in the 
text but usually come from 

only one section)

Locating and understanding 
precise information

Vehicles

3 trains

Interesting ideas

4 great theories

Write  NO MORE THAN 
ONE WORD AND/OR A 

NUMBER

Write NO MORE THAN 
TWO WORDS AND/OR A 

NUMBER

Short-answer questions

Adapted from: https://www.ielts.org/about-the-test/test-format-in-detail#sthash.vC9KOYWv.dpuf

What skills are
assessed?

Examples of
correct form

Instructions Question type
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Reading skills: skimming, scanning and reading for detail

•  Horizontal reading left to right
•  Horizontal reading right to left
•  Vertical reading: move pen through middle & move eyes to look at words left and right quickly
•  Diagonally reading: from top left to bottom right 
•  Zig-zag reading
•  Look for nouns/ adjectives/ adverbs etc. (the meaning words). Don’t worry about the small words (prepositions, articles etc).
•  Read chunks instead of single words   

Different ways of skim reading

Skimming:

IELTS Focus General Training Reading

A variety of question types are used on the IELTS Reading tests in order to assess different reading skills. Some of the reading 
skills being tested are skimming, scanning and reading for detail.

When you skim and scan, you do not need to understand all the words. Skimming and scanning are important reading skills to
develop. If you can learn to skim and scan effectively, you will be able to manage longer reading texts in a shorter period of time.
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Skimming Text

Quickly skim the text in the box below to find the main idea or gist.

What is the best title?
 
a. The benefits of reading faster
b. How to remember more

Scanning Text

Read the text and answer the following questions. You have 1 minute:

1) How many words a minute do slow readers read?
2) What is a reason for reading less than 200 words a minute? 
3) How many words a minute do untrained native readers read?
4) How many words a minute do fast readers read?
5) What is the rate to aim for 70% for comprehension?  

•  Have a question/ clear purpose in mind
•  Try to anticipate how the answer will appear (number/capital letter/ % etc.)
•  Skip through sections looking for your chosen scanning word
•  Go from right to left and left to right 
•  Read diagonally or from bottom to top
•  Zigzag backwards
•  Look at the center of a page/ paragraph 

A different type of reading skill is reading for detail. In this type of reading, you read more slowly and carefully, for example,
whenever you need to ‘read between the lines’ and infer the meaning from what is implied but not directly stated.

Many students find that they read slowly, between 50 and 150 words per minute when they read silently. If you read less than 
200 words per minute, you are probably reading one word at a time. Then you may have trouble understanding the important 
ideas quickly. Untrained native speakers read about 250 words a minute so we want to aim at getting students to the rate of 
250 (fair reader) to 350 (good reader) words per minute with an average comprehension rate of around 70%.

Adapted from http://iteslj.org/Articles/Browning-TimedReading.html

Sourced from P. Denym, 2006 IELTS Maximum

"Reading faster helps you understand more. This may be surprising to you but in fact your brain works better when you read 
faster. If you read slowly, you read one word at a time and you must remember many separate words. Soon you can get tired 
or bored. If you read faster, you can read groups of words together. Then you can think about ideas and not just single words. 
That is why you will understand better and remember more."

Scanning:

Reading for detail:

Different ways of scan reading

Scanning is reading quickly to locate specific information e.g. numbers, dates, places, names. In scanning, you have a
question in your mind and you read a passage only to find the answer, ignoring unrelated information. You scan when you
want to quickly find what time a film is showing at the cinema, or the phone number to call in an advertisement, for example.
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Managing Your Time

Essential tips about managing time

•  Think of the Reading Test not as one 60-minute test, but as THREE 20-minute tests.

•   You are not supposed to read everything or understand every word! Use skimming and scanning skills to help you 
    manage your time efficiently. 

• All questions are worth the same. Both the easier questions and the more difficult questions earn just one mark.
   There are easier questions on all 3 reading passages, so it’s important to spend equal time on each reading 
   passage to find and answer the easier questions. 

• Answer the easier questions on the first reading passage. Mark the difficult questions and go back and  answer them 
   before the end of the 20 minutes. If you don’t know, make a guess. Repeat with the second and third reading passages. 

•  Attempt all questions. Never leave a blank answer.    

IELTS Focus General Training Reading

To help you manage your time efficiently on the IELTS Reading Test, you must learn to use the right reading skill for the right 
purpose. Some test takers make the mistake of reading everything slowly to try and understand every word - that’s about 900 
words in each of the reading passages - and then they run out of time. In fact, you may only need to skim the text to answer 6 
questions - matching headings to paragraphs - and then read just 300 words (the last 2 paragraphs) in detail to do a gap-fill task 
with 7 questions.
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Practice Reading Questions

Matching  

How to answer Matching questions:

Let’s look at some strategies for answering matching questions. To answer this type of question, you must be able to match
items A, B, C, D with a list of phrases or sentences 1, 2, 3, 4. You have to write the letter of the item A, B, C, D on your answer 
sheet. Remember - write the letter of the item not the letter of the paragraph!

• Read the instructions carefully because some items (A, B, C, D) may not be used at all or some items may be

  used more than once.

• The items A, B, C, D are often in the same order as in the reading passage but the phrases or sentences (1, 2, 3, 4)

  are not in the same order as in the reading passage.

• Look at the items A, B, C, D and skim the reading passage to find information about them. Information may be in more        
  than one place in the passage.

• Match the first item (A) to a phrase or statement (1, 2, 3, 4). Write the letter of the item on the answer sheet.

• Go on to the next item (B). Answer all the questions.
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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SAMPLE
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Short Answer  
To answer this type of question, you may be asked to choose a 
specific number of words and/or a number from the text.  

How to answer Short Answer questions:

• Read the instructions carefully so you understand the word limit.       

• Read the first question carefully and underline key words.       

• Find the part of the text that contains the information you need.          

• Look back at the question again to find out what specific information you need in order to answer the question.         

• Read that part of the text more carefully.

• Make sure the words you choose from the text answer the question.

• Check again how many words and/or numbers you are allowed to write.   
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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SAMPLE
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How to answer Identifying Information Questions:

• Read the first statement and scan quickly for the information in the reading passage. The statements are
    vin the same order as the information in the reading passage. 
•  Compare the statement to the information in the reading passage:
-  If the information in the statement is the same, answer True
-  If the information in the statement does not agree with the information in the reading passage, answer False
-  If there is no information in the reading passage about the topic, answer Not Given     

Identifying Information (T, F, NG)
To answer this type of question, you must be able to use the 
reading skill of recognising specific information in the text. 
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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SAMPLE



 

Matching Features
To answer this type of question, you must be able to match items 
A, B, C, D with a list of phrases or sentences 1, 2, 3, 4. Write or 
type the letter of the item A, B, C or D as your answer.

How to answer Matching questions:

•  Read the instructions carefully because some items ( A, B, C, D) may not be used at all or some items may be 
    used more than once.

•  The items A, B, C, D are often in the same order as in the reading passage but the phrases or sentences (1, 2, 3, 4)
    are not in the same order as in the reading passage.

•  Look at the items A, B, C, D and skim the reading passage to find information about them. Information may be in
   more than one place in the passage

•  Match the first item (A) to a phrase or statement (1, 2, 3, 4). Write or type the letter of the item as your answer.

•  Go on to the next item (B). Answer all the questions.     

Student Book 31
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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SAMPLE
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Now practice this strategy to answer questions 27-32 of the text “Robots at Work.” Write your answers on the Reading Answer Sheet. 

Make sure you write your answers next to the correct numbers on the Answer Sheet.

Practice: Matching Headings to Paragraphs

Matching Headings to Paragraphs  

To answer this type of question, you must be able to use the 
reading skill of finding the main idea of the paragraphs and then 
you must match those paragraphs to a list of headings. 

• There are more headings than paragraphs, so you will not use 
all the headings in your answers.

• You can use each heading once only.

• If they give you an example, you cannot use this heading as an 
answer

How to answer:

•   Read the headings and underline key words. Think of possible synonyms for the key words.

•   Read the first paragraph. Underline the topic sentence (the main idea sentence).

•   Look at the headings again and choose the one that matches the main idea. 

•   Write or type the number of the heading (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) as your answer.

•   Go to the next heading and repeat.    
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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Sourced from idpielts.me/prepare
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SAMPLE



40 IELTS Focus General Training Reading

Now, practice using this strategy to answer questions 33-40 of the text “Robots at Work.” Write your answers on the same Reading 
Answer Sheet.

Practice: Summary Questions

Summary
To answer this type of question, you must be able to fill in the 
blanks in a summary. This might be a summary of some notes, or 
a table or a flow chart. The strategies are the same.

How to answer Summary questions:

•  Read the instructions carefully so you understand the word limit.
•  Read the summary in your question booklet for a general understanding.
•  Summary questions usually come from only one section of the reading passage, so quickly skim the reading passage to find 
   the right section.  
•  Scan this one section for the answer. The word or phrase must be a paraphrase of a word or phrase in the reading passage.
•  Look at the words before and after the first gap for clues about the type of word needed - do you need a noun, verb, adjective?
•  Check how many words and/or numbers you can write in the gap.   
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Sample questions with answers
Sample B

Reading assessment

Read the text and answer Questions 1-13

TOURISM IN AUSTRALIA 

Have you ever travelled to another part of your country and stayed for a few days?   Travel within one's own country is popular 
throughout the world.  And, according to a survey carried out  in Australia  in 2002,  travellers  are  tending  to spend  more   erom  dna  
money  on  their holidays.

The Domestic Tourism Expenditure Survey showed that domestic travellers – those travelling within the country – injected $23 billion 
into the Australian  economy in 2002.   As a result, domestic  tourism  became  the mainstay  of the industry,  accounting  for 75 per 
cent of total tourism expenditure  in Australia.   International  tourism, on the other hand, added $7 billion to  the  economy   ,llarevO    .
in  present  dollar  terms,  Australians  spent  $7  billion  more  on domestic  tourism  in  2002  than  they  did  when  the   yevrus  tsrif 
of  tourist  spending  was completed in 1991.

Thus,  tourism  has  become  one  of  Australia's  largest  industries.     The  combined  tourist industry now accounts for about 5 per 
cent of the nation's gross domestic product, compared with agriculture  at 4.3 per cent and manufacturing  at 8 per cent.   Tourism  is 
therefore  an important  earner  for  both  companies  and  individuals  in  a wide  range  of  industries.    For example, the transport 
industry benefits from the extra money poured into it.  Hotels spring up in resort areas to provide accommodation,  and the catering 
industry gains as tourists spend money in restaurants.  The retail sector benefits as well, as many tourists use their holidays to shop 
for clothes, accessories and souvenirs.

In most countries, the land is divided into different political areas.   Australia is divided into six states and two territories.   Since people 
  tnuoma eht ni dna  snoitacol  tnereffid ni yats  elpoep emit fo  htgnel eht ni  secnereffid tnacifingis era ereht ,snosaer tnereffid rof levart

they spend while there.

In 2002, Australian residents spent $8.4 billion on day trips and almost twice that amount on trips  involving  at  least  one   yawa  thgin 
from  home.    In  that  year,  a  total  of  45  million overnight  trips were  made  in Australia.    Of these,  14.9 million  were  spent  in 
New  South Wales, 10.3 million were spent in Queensland, and 9.2 million were spent in Victoria.  Fewer nights  were  spent  in   eht 
other  states,  with  3.7  million  in South  Australia,  1.5  million  in Tasmania and 5 million in Western Australia.   Despite the popularity 
of destinations  such as Ayers Rock and Kakadu National Park, only 0.4 million overnight stays were recorded in the Northern 
Territory.

New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria attracted the greatest tourism revenue, with $5.2 billion,  $5.1 billion and $3.3 billion spent 
there respectively.   The average  expenditure  for trips was $395 per person, with accommodation  the biggest expenditure,  followed 
by meals and fuel.  The survey also showed that costs were higher for inter-state travellers, who each spent an average  of $812 per 
trip compared  with $255 for those who travelled  within  one state.  Trips to the Northern Territory were the most expensive, followed 
by Queensland, with South Australia and Victoria the least.

Comparing the costs of trips for different purposes, the survey found that business trips were the   most   expensive   because    yeht   
were   more   likely   to  involve   stays   in  commercial accommodation.   Trips taken for educational  reasons – to visit un   ,seitisrevi

  eht  ni  yal  syadiloh ylimaF    .stekcit  enalp  etats-retni  deriuqer  yllausu  yeht sa  yllaicepse  ,evisnepxe  osla  erew – .cte  smuesum
medium  range,  with  transport  and  fares  contributing  to  the  cost,  but adventure  parks the major expense.   But while visits to 
friends and relatives  were the least expensive  – due to lower accommodation,  food and transport  costs – these travellers  spent 
most on shopping.

The survey also estimates that Australians made 253 million day trips in 2002, visiting parks, beaches and city attractions.   The largest 
expenses were petrol costs (averaging  $10 per day trip), followed by meals, souvenirs  and entry fees.   Day trips tended to cost the 
most in the Northern  Territory,  while South Australia  was the cheapest.  Overall,  the survey found that men travelling  alone spent 
more than any tourist group.   In particular,  men spent more on transport and meals.  Women travelling alone spent the most on 
clothes, while souvenirs were bought more often by families than by other tourists.

The challenge for the tourism industry now is to encourage Australians to continue spending money on travel and, if possible, to 
increase the amount they spend.

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 31-33
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Matching

Sample questions with answers
Sample B (continued)

Questions 1 - 3

Complete the table below.

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the text for each answer. Write your answers in boxes 1-3 on your answer 

sheet.

Questions 4 - 7

Complete the sentences below.

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the text for each answer. Write your answers in boxes 4-7 on your answer 

sheet.

4 The state or territory in which the highest number of overnight trips was made was ………… .

5 The state or territory in which the lowest number of overnight trips was made was ………… .

6 People travelling from state to state spent more than those travelling ………… .

7 The TWO cheapest states or territories to travel to were ………… AND ………… .

Industries that benefit from tourism

transport

1 …………

2 …………

3 …………

Example                    

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 31-33
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Sample questions with answers
Sample B (continued)

Sourced from the IELTS Scores Guide pages 31-33
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SAMPLE



Instructions

•  Read the instructions carefully so you know what to do and what skill to use

•  Pay attention to word limit questions.

•  Answer in the right form (A, B, C or 1,2, 3, or words/numbers?) 

Skills

•  Use skimming and scanning skills to manage time:
           Skimming - reading quickly for gist/main ideas
           Scanning - reading quickly for specific information
•  Spend 20-30 minutes every day reading!

Strategies

•  Practice the strategies to answer the different types of questions.

•  Don’t leave blanks. Guess if necessary. 

•  Use the context to try to guess difficult words. Don’t try to read every word.

Timing

•  Not one 60-minute test, but 3 x 20-minute tests

•  Pace yourself: 1 ½ minutes per question

Each question = 1 mark. Don’t waste time on difficult questions. Answer the easy questions first. Answer the difficult questions
at the end of each section.

      
  

Transferring Answers

•  No extra time at the end of the Reading Test to transfer answers (unlike Listening) so answer directly onto the
   answer sheet in paper-based IELTS or directly on the screen in computer-delivered IELTS. 

•  Write or type the answers next to the correct question number.   

General information

•  Spelling and grammar must be accurate. Standard British, American or Australian spelling is accepted.

•  Capitalization is not important on the Reading test. 

In the computer-delivered Reading test:

•  You can change the font size by clicking ‘Settings’ at the top right of the screen and then choosing the size you want.

•  The text and answer fields are side by side, so it is easy to see the information on the same screen.  

•  If you want to highlight text or make notes, you can use your mouse to select the text, then right-click to add a highlight or note.

•  There is no spell-check feature, so check your spelling carefully.   

Adapted from Information for Candidates

Tips for the IELTS Reading Test
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Type Features Experience/
English level

Indicative 
band 
score

Personalised 
feedback

Expert 
tips to 
improve

New 
practice 
questions

Paid/free

IELTS Progress Check

Practice 
test

• The only official online practice test 
developed by IELTS

• Indicative band scores for every test 
section and an overall band score

• Marked by official IELTS markers

• Suitable for both computer-delivered  
and paper-based IELTS

• Personalised feedback in all assessment 
criteria for Writing and Speaking

  

+  
Marked  
by official 
IELTS 
markers

  

+  
 All assessment 
criteria for  
Writing/
Speaking

  

+ 
Marker’s 
comments

Paid

IELTS Master

Online 
course

• The IELTS online preparation is  
developed by Macquarie University  
in Australia

• Exclusive preparation tool for  
IDP test takers 

• 20–25 hours of online study time

Free  
(one skill) 
when you 
book a test 
with IDP. 
Upgrade to 
full course 
at 50% off

IELTS Masterclass

Seminar  
(in person 
& webinar)

• A 90-minute class for test takers aiming  
for a band score of 6 or above

• IELTS assessment criteria explained

• Insights into common IELTS mistakes  
and how to avoid them 

• IELTS approved handouts, which include 
test questions and sample answers

• Time to ask questions in a fun and  
supportive environment

I   A Free

IELTS Advantage

Webinar • A 40-minute webinar

• Everything you want to know about  
IELTS but were afraid to ask

• What to expect on the test day

• How your skills are assessed 

• FAQs about Listening, Reading,  
Writing and Speaking tests

N Free

N New P Pre-intermediate I Intermediate A Advanced All levels

Our official IDP IELTS Preparation Tools 
are designed to help you achieve  
the score you need.
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